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Heterobasidion annosum: Biology, Ecology, Impact and Control 
Edited by S. Woodward, 1. Stenlid, R. Karjalainen and A. Hiitterrnann. 
1998. CAB International, Wallingford, axon OXlO 8DE, UK. 
ISBN 0-85199-275-7.589 pages. Stg£75. 

Reviewed by Dr Kevin Clancy, Plant Pathologist, Department of Environ
mental Resource Management, University College Dublin. 

Heterobasidion annosum: Biology, Ecology, Impact and Control addresses, very success
fully, the mammoth task of interpreting and integrating the vast literature on the most 
important disease of conifers of northern temperate regions. With the experience and 
expertise of the contributors, the publication represents an invaluable source for people 
involved in any capacity with Heterobasidion annosum. It was produced with grant sup
port from the European Union, and represents excellent value for money for the funding 
agencies and for anyone who purchases it. The content of this book could easily have been 
extended over a number of volumes. Careful and precise writing and edited have, how
ever, condensed it into a focused publication which really needs careful reading and 
rereading to ensure that one does not miss some of the finer points, which are all presented, 
but not laboured. 

It is a thoroughly useful and up-to-date work which takes us through many aspects of 
the pathogen and the resulting disease, from symptomatology and associated host
pathogen interactions (both physical and biochemical), through the biology and 
epidemiology and into an excellent control section which will be welcomed by those pri
marily concerned with disease management. The taxonomic treatment acknowledges the 
older name Fomes annosus, which many people still insist on using, and all the associated 
taxonomic niches. It quickly moves on to the current situation, as is found with many 
pathogens today, where not only do we need to accept and use the correct name Heter
obasidion annosum, but also to appreciate the diversity within the genus and more 
particularly, within the species. It can now be separated into up to five recognised inter
sterility groups, many of which are now themselves worthy of being considered as new 
species. In that context, there are excellent chapters on the diagnosis, differentiation and 
distribution of the different intersterility groups. These chapters even include useful and 
usable methodology which one rarely finds in an all-encompassing publication on any dis
ease. 

With over 2,000 references, this book will be an essential resource for anyone involved 
in research or teaching. The control chapters and appendices, ranging from the chemical 
and biological options to the silvicultural and host resistance options, even including the 
relatively recent SAR concept. The disease modelling and cost-benefit chapters present us 
with a thorough assimilation of the state of current knowledge and practice. One needs to 
look no further! 

From the Irish perspective, though we have relatively little local work on which to 
draw, the reports from European and North American regions on the impact and occur-

159 



IRISH FORESTRY 
- - - - - - - -- ---

rence of the problem and the current management practices, will reassure us as to our cur
rent approaches to managing this major pathogen. 

My only real criticism has to be in relation to the presentation and colour tone of the 
colour photographs. There were probably some practical and economic reasons for clus
tering the plates into eight pages, but all, except the photomicrographs and diagrams, 
would have really benefited from a more enlarged presentation and positions adjacent to 
their relevant chapters. 

Notwithstanding this slight reservation, the book will be indispensable to many for as 
long as they have an interest in any aspect of Heterobasidion annosum. The originators of 
the idea and the contributors and editors can all be proud of their work. 

Policy Paper on Forestry and the National Heritage 
The Heritage Council, Kilkenny, Ireland. 1999. ISBN 1-901137-08-2. 64 
pages.IR£7.00. 

Reviewed by Patrick Purser. 

This policy paper on forestry and the national heritage should be read by all foresters cur
rently practising in Ireland. It is only on reading it that the enormity of the task of 
trust-building between the forestry profession and others becomes apparent. It is obvious 
from this document that the Heritage Council has little trust in the forestry profession. Its 
authors may be surprised to learn that, probably without exception, foresters regard them
selves as lovers of the countryside, as custodians of our national heritage, as upholders of 
all that is best in rural development, and as a profession doing something positive for both 
the environment and rural socio-economics. But somehow, if this policy paper is anything 
to go by, we have convinced nobody of this. The forestry profession, as such, is not men
tioned once in the document. 

First impressions are that the Heritage Council seems deeply dissatisfied with current 
forestry policy. If we can swallow our pride and be open-minded as we read the document, 
we will, however, discover that much of what is recommended is currently observed by 
practising foresters and is actually happening on the ground. Indeed, this is one fault with 
the document. Too often, it criticises forestry practices which are already history. Due to 
the long-term nature offorestry, many oftoday ' s criticisms are manifestations of past poli
cies. The Heritage Council makes no recognition of this. 

There appears to be no regard anywhere in the document for economics. This needs to 
be addressed by the Heritage Council in a follow-up document. What will be the economic 
effect of the adoption of their recommendations? It would seem clear that, if all the rec
ommendations were to be followed, the commercial mandate currently given to Irish 
foresters would have to be removed in favour of a socio-environmental one. Given that 
most of the current forestry developments are being carried out by farmers, and are set to 
continue as such, the Heritage Council must cost their proposals and identify where the 
funds for their implementation are to be found. 

Many of the recommendations in the policy paper seem to have little technical basis. 
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