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suring various characteristics of both trees and ivy during the period of the trial. The 
sycamore trial ended prematurely as an early visit to the site revealed that ivy had been 
severed on all the selected trees on which it had been purposely retained. Perhaps the work 
of a hederaphobic evangelist! Due to the heavy foliage of the sycamore, it was not 
expected that the species would yield much valuable information anyway. 

In the case of ash, however, it was most interesting to measure, for example, the top 
heights of the trees and the top height of the ivy growth and to plot comparisons. On the 
vigorous middle aged ash measured over a number of years, the top heights of tree and ivy 
were precisely related. If the tree had grown a metre in height, so too had the ivy, and this 
was the pattern throughout. It appeared that one of the considerations was the diameter of 
the branches, as the ivy did not appear to have any strands attached to branches that had 
not grown to greater than five centimetres in diameter. It also seemed that the growth on 
ivy clad trees - and the trees chosen were well clad on the main stem - was marginally 
greater than on trees from which ivy had been removed. Again, the reviewer must agree 
with the author that such a trial over a period of a few years was less than adequate. It is 
not clear if any further studies have been done since those times. 

Professor Mulcahy's plea for thorough research on the many aspects of ivy growth is 
worthy of foresters' support. With projected changes in mean temperature, it is to be 
expected that ivy would flourish more readily and may become an important factor in the 
management of broadleaf and second generation conifer stands. It must be admitted that 
our knowledge on many aspects of its growth is scant. For example, although known for 
its vigour, the particular form of the common ivy known as Irish ivy (Hedera hibernica) 
has in the past been recommended as a ground cover, as it showed no great affinity for 
climbing. When our lack of precise answers is evident on such a widespread element of 
the native flora, the author's heartfelt plea for research is applauded. 

Guidelines for the Use of Herbicides in Forestry 
Edited by Declan Ward. 1996~ Forest Protection, Research and Development 
Division, Coillte, Bray, Co. Wicklow. 68 pp. ISBN 0 9518612 2 O. Available 
from the Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry. 

Reviewed by Nick McCarthy, Department of Crop Science, Horticulture and 
Forestry, D.C.D. 

In 1983, the UK Forestry Commission produced Field Book 8, The Use of Herbicides 
in the Forest, a number of editions of which have subsequently been published. Although 
applicable to Irish conditions, it is very repetitive and any consultation necessitates con
siderable 'weeding' to obtain the required information. Time is money in forestry, and 
managers require quick answers to questions. In the case of vegetation management, they 
want the answers to three simple questions regarding which herbicide is the most suitable, 
when is the best time to apply it, and what method of application to use. 

This publication answers these questions in a stylish and refreshing way. To put it sim-
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ply, this is a 'no frills' vegetation control manual useful to anyone involved in forest man
agement. 

The booklet is divided into seven sections covering all aspects of chemical vegetation 
control in forestry, from safety through to surfactants/adjuvant oils. It is printed on a high 
gloss paper, presumably to protect it from the ravages of the weather 'in the field'. Sec
tions 1 and 2 cover the introduction and safety aspects of dealing with chemicals. In 
Section 3, commonly used herbicides are attributed approximately one page each, with 
trade names, crop tolerance, application rates and appropriate weather conditions for 
application clearly outlined. Section 4 contains the vegetation site type prescriptions, with 
each vegetation type addressed separately. These prescriptions are dealt with alphabeti
cally, from bracken to scrub/woody weeds. Decision support is offered with the use of 
colour photographs, tables and flow charts. The final three sections deal with applicators, 
calibration and the addition of surfactants/adjuvant oils to enhance herbicide effective
ness. Although all sections are brief, each subject is dealt with thoroughly. However, with 
herbicides and their application methods constantly changing and being replaced with 
more efficient ones, this booklet will have to be revised and updated frequently. 

Overall, the editor, who continued the work started by the late John O'Driscoll and his 
Herbicide Committee, has compiled a glossy, concise and user-friendly book suitable for 
anyone involved in forest management, be they forester or farmer. 

Coillte Teoranta. Fifth Report of the Seventh Joint Committee on 
State-Sponsored Bodies 
Government ofIreland. 1997.80 pp. Price £7.50. ISBN 0 7076 3842 9. 

Reviewed by Niall OCarroll, Former Chief Inspector, State Forest Service. 

Your present reviewer may perhaps be forgiven for deprecating the fact that this report 
deals with research in one section (13.2) whose length totals one line and a half: "Coillte 
also carries out forest research, for its own purposes, for the Department and for the EU in 
relation to forest health". That is all. No assessment of the contribution of previous 
decades of research to the current success of the company. No data to indicate recent 
downward trends. No discussion of the implications of the current shift of emphasis from 
long-term projects to short-term contracts. A startling omission in a report of 80 A4 pages. 

The report usefully brings together statistical data concerning the first seven years of 
the Company's activity, some of it hitherto unpublished. 

The Committee in its report praises the Company's financial performance, which it 
describes as very satisfactory, having moved from a situation of a £4.2 million loss in 1989 
to a profit of £12.52 million in 1995. It also shows that over the same period employment 
in the company has fallen from 2,476 to 1,326. It is not so happy about the quality of man
agement and maintenance of the forest estate, quoting the Assistant Secretary to the effect 
that the Department are a little concerned with the level of Coillte maintenance, and 
emphasises the responsibilities of the Company to rectify any problems in relation to its 
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