
Trees o/Great Britain and Ireland, 7 Vol
umes, by Elwes & Henry to the 
RDS:this had been a special personal 
gift copy from Professor Henry to 
Maurice. 

As late as 1985 he was the author of 
Trees and the Law published by the 
Incorporated Law Society oflreland. 

Apart from his direct contribution 
to forestry and trees, his interest in the 
countryside in all its aspects was wide
spread. He was a founding member of 
Macra na Feirme, was directly instru
mental in devising the most appropri
ate title for that organisation, and was 
active in its Co. Wicklow branch. 

His knowledge of trees, not just for
est trees, was universal and profound. 
As to the science of forestry, he was 
unshakeable in his belief in traditional 
values and that a knowledge of trees in 
the broad sense and the scientific fun
damentals of silviculture were an 
essential basis for education of 
foresters, and that the principles of 
'Sustained Yield' should be axiomatic 
to all forest practice. 

Maurice FitzPatrick was a kindly 
and hospitable man and gave great 
pleasure to many friends, in and out
side forestry, in participating at gath
erings he arranged from time to time at 
his beautifully situated home at Nuns 
Cross near Ashford, Co. Wicklow. He 
had a prodigious memory for people 
and names, not only for the adults but 
also for their numerous children. 

It is appropriate to quote from the 
fine appreciation that appeared in the 
Irish Times shortly after his death: 
"Despite his age and having suffered 
the loss of his immediate family, the 
respect and affection in which he was 
held by so many former colleagues and 
others who shared the love of trees 
caused him to be surrounded by solici
tude and attention right up to the time 
of his death". 
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By his wish he was laid to rest in the 
cemetery at Glenealy under the benign 
shelter of the surrounding hills and 
forests, and the Wicklow countryside 
he knew and loved so well. He can 
share in full measure the epitaph on 
the memorial stone to Professor Henry 
at Avondale - "he enriched our knowl
edge of trees" 

May he rest in well deserved peace. 
O.v.M. 

Dan O'Sullivan 1917·1993 
It is with regret that we record the 

death of Dan O'Sullivan which 
occurred at his residence on 29th April 
1993. Dan was identified with Gle
nealy Forest which was a showcase for 
aspects of Irish forestry over the 
twenty years which he served there. 
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Dan was born in the Dingle 
Gaeltacht and spoke only Irish until he 
was twelve. During his life he retained 
an affection that fell short of fanati
cism for his native tongue. He studied 
at Athenry Agricultural College and 
the Albert College, Glasnevin before 
entering Avondale in 1938. After qual
ifying he was appointed to Newton 
Barry Forest and subsequently served 
at Tullow and Gorey Forests before 
going to Glenealy in 1963. 

At Glenealy he was always ready 
and willing to greet presidents, minis
ters and foreign guests: it was at Gle
nealy that he became well known to 
many in the then Forest and Wildlife 
Service. Dan was always courteous and 
welcoming to vlSitors, students, 
foresters on refresher courses, field 
trips and the annual forest walks. 
Everyone received his undivided 
attention and understanding. He 
always imparted his knowledge will
ingly, efficiently and authoritatively. 

Dan excelled with young students. 
He was at his most relaxed on a one to 
one basis as he discussed and imparted 
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his knowledge on silviculture, a sub
ject in which he had an abiding inter
est. Glenealy Forest included an 
important nursery and as well as being 
a silviculturist, Dan was also an accom
plished nurseryman and characteristi
cally shared the technical knowledge 
which he patiently acquired over the 
years. 

He always had a keen interest in the 
Society, being a technical councillor 
during the 1960s. He was the anchor 
man at Glenealy for the "From the 
Seed to Sawdust" forestry show organ
ised by the Society in 1966. 

Dan will be remembered for the 
tangible contribution which he made 
to Irish forestry in the form of prudent 
land use in the forest and nursery 
sphere and made a direct and indirect 
contribution to the education of stu
dents and foresters: this twin life 
achievement makes his contribution to 
forestry a very valuable one. 

Dan was a devoted family man and 
was very proud of their achievements. 
One of his singular joys was to see his 
son Pat (the current Secretary of the 
Society) follow in his footsteps. 

To his wife Carrie and five sons, 
Maurice, Pat, Barry, Donal and Ciaran, 
we extend our sincere sympathy. 

Ar dheis hlimh De go raibh a anam 
Dhilis. Ni behidh a leitheid ar ais aris. 

John McLoughlin 

David Dickson 1936-1992 
Dave Dickson died at the relatively 

early age of 55 after a short illness 
which was borne with great courage. 
He was a Scotsman and he graduated 
from Aberdeen University with a First 
Class Honours degree in forestry. 

He then came to the Department of 
Botany at Queen's University in 
Belfast as a post-graduate student. He 
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completed his Doctoral Thesis on the 
classification of blanket peat in North
ern Ireland, relating the vegetation to 
the nutrient content of the peat. 

He joined the Chemical Research 
Division of the then Ministry of Agri
culture in 1962. Dave was responsible 
initially for experimentation to deter
mine the nutrient requirements of 
Sitka spruce on blanket peat. This was 
important pioneering work, as large 
areas of blanket peat were being 
planted in the 1960s. Later in his 
career, he became associated with 
experimentation into the effects of 
ground limestone on the physical and 
chemical characteristics of peat and 
the growth of Sitka spruce plantations. 

During his 30 years work in 
research, Dave published a number of 
research papers in various forestry 
journals. He was widely regarded as 
one of the leading research workers in 
his particular field. He enjoyed show
ing other research workers and 
foresters around his experimental 
areas. He had the ability to explain 
complex results in a lucid manner, 
using his many graphs. He always 
encouraged discussion about his work 
and enjoyed a good argument, even at 
a late hour after a day in the field. He 
was very good company and had a good 
sense of humour and an infectious 
laugh. 

Dave's other main interest was sail
ing and he spent many holidays and 
weekends sailing his boat up the west 
coast of Scotland, where he had friends 
in the many ports of call. 

He was an active member of our 
Society and often contributed to semi
nars and day tours. His passing leaves 
us with a great sense ofloss but we will 
retain very warm memories of him. To 
all his family, the Society extends its 
sympathy. 

Bill Wright 


