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of the cost benefit of hedgrows, the role of buried seed in the recovery of ground 
vegetation in coppice wood and ongoing research on grey squirrel damage and 
management is to indicate the diversity of this publication and the scope of ITE 
research. 

I would recommend this attractive publication to all foresters. It includes 26 plates, 
21 of them in colour, it is well presented, with an extravagant use of space for a total 
of 59 figures. It is a particularly useful volume for students, providing the starting 
point for a host of valuable seminar topics and projects. 

A FORESTRY CENTENARY 
THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL FORESTRY SOCIETY 
OF ENGLAND, WALES AND NORTHERN IRELAND 

N. D. G. James 
Basil Blackwell, Oxford 1982, ISBN0631130152. 

E. P. Farrell 

This book outlines the work and activities of the above society over the century 
since its formation in 1882. Its author is one of the most accomplished writers on 
forestry and as a member of the society for 50 years and past President is perhaps 
uniquely qualified for the task. As one would expect the result is a highly readable 
book detailing the history of the society from a wealth of letters, records and 
photographs. The book is likely to be of greatest interest to members of the society 
whose history it tells. The author has adhered closely to the remit of writing a history 
of the society without including more than an absolute minimum of material on the 
general forestry "scene" in Great Britain during the period in question . While this 
avoids overlapping with other recently published works it does limit the book's 
appeal to the general reader. The material available to the author is naturally of a 
highly factual nature and there is a lack of more personal and anecdotal information 
which would have allowed the reader to appreciate the personalities of the leading 
characters and the spirit of the society generally. 

To anyone involved in the organisation of a forestry society the achievements of 
the Royal Forest Society of England, Wales and Northern Ireland must be viewed 
with enormous respect and there is much to be learnt from the work described in this 
volume. The early realisation by the society that presidents and other officers should 
be chosen for their capacity to work at their poMS rather than their social position, is 
one problem at least which our own society has not experienced! 

THE FORESTERS COMPANION 

N.D.G. James. Third Edition. Basil Blackwell, Oxford. 1982.381 pp. 
ISBN 0631127976. Price UK £9.50. 

John Phillips 

The works of N.D.G. James need no introduction to the vast majority of those 
interested in forestry and this third edition of the Foresters Companion is an essential 
text book for all practical foresters and students of forestry. The new edition has been 
completely revised and brings up-to-date many aspects of forestry which have been 
developed since the publication of Mr. James' previous edition in 1965. To quote 
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one example, there is mention of Major General Moore's revolutionary concept of 
Oceanic Forestry. Metrication , of course, has been introduced in recent years and 
this has been dealt with very comprehensively, dare I say, too comprehensively. Is 
there for instance a significant difference between a planting espacement of 2 metres 
and 2.1 metres (7 feet) ? 

This volume is a must for all those involved in day-to-day forestry and provides in a 
compact and very readable form a comprehensive guide to all aspects of forestry 
from seed to sawdust - or perhaps more topically, wood ash. It is difficult to be 
critical of such a volume but perhaps in his enthusiasm and eagerness to cover all 
aspects of forestry, Mr. James has allowed his pocket volume to become slightly 
larger than pocket size. Myoid and battered second edition measures seven inches by 
four and three-quarters by three-quarters even with a hard cover, whereas the new 
paperpack third edition measures seven and a half inches by five by seven-eights. The 
new edition contains 30 extra pages. It is not easy to say what, if anything, could have 
been omitted to reduce the size but perhaps for instance such a specialised and 
obsolescent subject as coppice and underwood could have been left out. 

For the reader in the Republic there are naturally some aspects covered which do 
not apply such as the chapters on the law, grants, felling licences, taxation etc., but 
this is unavoidable and is only a comparatively small proportion of the whole. The 
volume lends itself particularly to the landowner in Ireland involved to a greater or 
lesser extent in forest management. Mr. James' previous edition has been my 
"companion" for the past fifteen years and I have no hesitation in recommending the 
latest edition to all interested in practical forestry . 

DECISION MAKING IN FOREST MANAGEMENT 

M . R. W. Williams 
Research Studies Press, John Wiley & Son Ltd . 1981. 143 pp. 
ISBN 0 471100978. Price UK £11.80. 

C. B. Tottenham 

Decision-making consists of two components: the generation of alternative 
courses of action and the selection from these of the best course of action. To aid in 
this selection process certain criteria are used. Generally these are of an economic 
nature and readily lend themselves to quantitive methods of analysis . Probably the 
oldest such criteria in forestry are the 'land expectation value', proposed by Martin 
Faustmann more than a century ago, and the related 'financial yield ' . Although the 
approach has been modified somewhat, and the terms 'net discounted revenue' and 
'internal rate of return ' are now more familiar , the principle remains essentially the 
same. 

The author is Lecturer in Forestry at the Cumbria College of Agriculture at 
Newton Rigg. His expressed hope is to present the material in a simple and explicit 
form and in this he has succeeded. In his introduction he lists the types of decisions a 
forest manager has to make, such as: How much to pay for land? What species of tree 
to grow? Should money be spent on ground-preparation, fertiliser application, 
brashing, high-pruning? What is the optimum rotation? The reader is then taken 
through a number of chapters which explain the intricacies of 
compounding/discounting in relation to various time scales plus the preparation of 
price size gradients and money yield tables. This leads to structuring of the two 
criteria, net discounted revenue and internal rate of return . The remaining chapter 
deals with the application of those two criteria to the type of forestry problem 
mentioned above. 


