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Book Reviews 
CONIFER LACHNIDS 

C. I. Carter and N. R. Maslem. 75pp. Forestry Commission Bulletin 58, 1982. 
H.M.S.O ., London. Price UK£3.50. 

This bulletin brings together recent information on the various species of conifer­
feeding aphids belonging to the family Lachnidae that are known to occur in Britain 
and a number of Irish records are included. Few of the species dealt with are of 
particular economic importance but several are of common occurrence and their 
exact identification is of interest to foresters and ecologists generally. Keys are 
provided for both living and prepared specimens. These are well constructed and 
easy to use as they are generously supplemented by sketches and photographs. In 
addition to the morphological keys, a field key is provided in which the species 
occurring on various coniferous hosts are described in non-technical terms. This will 
be much appreciated by amateur collectors and by those denied access to 
sophisticated optical equipment. Individual accounts for each species include 
descriptions of feeding sites, host plants, life history, economic importance and 
distribution. A comprehensive and up-to-date list of references is also provided. 

P. A . Brennan 

FOREST AND WOODLAND ECOLOGY 

F. T. Last and A . S. Gardiner (Editor) Institute of Terrestrial Ecology, Cambridge 
1981. 158 pp. ISBN 0 904281511. Price UK£5 .00. 

The Institute of Terrestrial Ecology (ITE) was established in 1973 from the former 
Nature Conservancy's research stations and staff. It is one offourteen sister institutes 
which make up the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC). NERC 
finances most of its work which is conducted at seven stations located throughout 
Great Britain. This volume is an account of research being done in ITE. It contains 
33 short papers providing a valuable update of current thinking on a wide range of 
topics of interest to all foresters . Most of the papers are easy to read, although the 
style is rather uneven . They are pitched at a level capable of understanding by those 
not expert in the field of specialisation discussed. To some, the research topics 
pursued by ITE may appear somewhat academic and irrelevant to the needs of 
British forestry. There is a place for the type of research done at ITE, complementing 
the more applied nature of Forestry Commission research. 

There is a great deal in this book to stimulate the thinking forester. The suggestion 
that Sitka spruce stands can induce moisture deficits in previously moist sites within 
fourteen years of planting is food for thought. I found Cannall and Cahalan's detailed 
descriptive analysis of the components of shoot growth of conifers most interesting, 
opening up for me, as it did, an area of the literature of which I was only dimly aware. 
Growth is discussed at a different level by Ford in a paper covering tree structure 
under plantation conditions. To say that other useful papers cover a discussion 
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of the cost benefit of hedgrows, the role of buried seed in the recovery of ground 
vegetation in coppice wood and ongoing research on grey squirrel damage and 
management is to indicate the diversity of this publication and the scope of ITE 
research. 

I would recommend this attractive publication to all foresters. It includes 26 plates, 
21 of them in colour, it is well presented, with an extravagant use of space for a total 
of 59 figures. It is a particularly useful volume for students, providing the starting 
point for a host of valuable seminar topics and projects. 

A FORESTRY CENTENARY 
THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL FORESTRY SOCIETY 
OF ENGLAND, WALES AND NORTHERN IRELAND 

N. D. G. James 
Basil Blackwell, Oxford 1982, ISBN0631130152. 

E. P. Farrell 

This book outlines the work and activities of the above society over the century 
since its formation in 1882. Its author is one of the most accomplished writers on 
forestry and as a member of the society for 50 years and past President is perhaps 
uniquely qualified for the task. As one would expect the result is a highly readable 
book detailing the history of the society from a wealth of letters, records and 
photographs. The book is likely to be of greatest interest to members of the society 
whose history it tells. The author has adhered closely to the remit of writing a history 
of the society without including more than an absolute minimum of material on the 
general forestry "scene" in Great Britain during the period in question . While this 
avoids overlapping with other recently published works it does limit the book's 
appeal to the general reader. The material available to the author is naturally of a 
highly factual nature and there is a lack of more personal and anecdotal information 
which would have allowed the reader to appreciate the personalities of the leading 
characters and the spirit of the society generally. 

To anyone involved in the organisation of a forestry society the achievements of 
the Royal Forest Society of England, Wales and Northern Ireland must be viewed 
with enormous respect and there is much to be learnt from the work described in this 
volume. The early realisation by the society that presidents and other officers should 
be chosen for their capacity to work at their poMS rather than their social position, is 
one problem at least which our own society has not experienced! 

THE FORESTERS COMPANION 

N.D.G. James. Third Edition. Basil Blackwell, Oxford. 1982.381 pp. 
ISBN 0631127976. Price UK £9.50. 

John Phillips 

The works of N.D.G. James need no introduction to the vast majority of those 
interested in forestry and this third edition of the Foresters Companion is an essential 
text book for all practical foresters and students of forestry. The new edition has been 
completely revised and brings up-to-date many aspects of forestry which have been 
developed since the publication of Mr. James' previous edition in 1965. To quote 


