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list of references is also provided. In a sense the booklet might be looked at as a 
posthumous tribute to H . Eldin who had written two chapters before his death and 
had prepared notes for others. His colleagues completed the booklet and the editor 
has done a fine job in achieving a consistent style and treatment. At 90p it is excellent 
value for the woodland owner. 

P.M.JOYCE 

INVENTORY OF OUTSTANDING LANDSCAPES IN IRELAND 
An Foras Forbartha, 1977. Price 75p. Soft back. 64 pages. One map. 
20 Black & White landscape pictures. 

Why produce such a report? The stimulus came from the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature and National Resources (I. U. C.N.). Ireland was chosen 
as part of a pilot programme and was asked to prepare an inventory of outstanding 
landscapes which would eventually be world-wide and complementary to the U.N. 
List of National Parks and Equivalent Reserves and to the World Directory of 
National Parks and other Protected Areas. The I. U .C.N. requested that ten areas be 
submitted from each country. This inventory under review contains all the land­
scapes of Ireland out of which the best ten were chosen. 

This report, to my knowledge, is the first comprehensive assessment of the better 
landscapes of this island. The authors freely admit to its limitations and do not make 
any claims that it is the definitive work on this subject. 

The difficulties of selecting and evaluating landscapes are acknowledged. If land­
scapes are selected on a county basis then areas in a scenically dull county may rate 
highly where as the same landscapes in a county blessed with great beauty would not 
.register at all. That landscapes were assessed on a regional basis is of great merit 
here. 

Human curiosity, being what it is, I would have liked to know which ten areas were 
selected for the international inventory. 

No doubt there were lenghty deliberations on defining 'Outstanding Landscapes': 
The introductory comments are however thin in this regard. Indeed this is my only 
criticism of the book. One area designated as such is part of the Wicklow/Dublin 
mountain range. The area is 102,400ha. It stretches from Saggart to Stepaside to 
Baltinglass. Within this area there are certainly jewels (Glendalough?) worthy ofthe 
classification 'Outstanding Landscapes' but it is questionable if the whole mountain 
range should be so classified. 

A most useful reference book for anyone involved in plarining or development of 
the countrysitle. The descriptions under 'Landscape Type' and 'Distinctive Features' 
for each landscape will prove of special value. 

As usual with An Foras Forbatha booklets, the cover on this inventory is a delight 
depicting a romanticised Killarney scene. 

P. Mac OSCAIR 

FORESTRY PRACTICE. O. M. Blatchford, Editor. 
Forestry Commission Bulletin No. 14 Ninth Edition. Price £3.50. 

The dangers associated with monoculture have been dramatically empasised by 
the devasting attacks of the Pine Beauty moth, Panolis flammea on the lodgepole 
pine stands of North Scotland over the past three years. Obviously, this book was 
well in preparation before the scale of this infestation became apparent. Never­
theless, a word of caution . is included, pointing out the vulnerability of a rapidly 
expanding forest estate, based on exotic species, to disease and insect attack. It might 
be expected that this word of caution should be . associated with a plea for more 
imagination in species selection, calling perhaps for greater diversification both in 
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species and in provenance within species. Unfortunately, this is not the case. In the 
table of plant indicators, eight plant associations are common to both this and the last 
edition of the bulletin, published in 1964. Although the wording is practically 
identical in both editions, Sitka spruce now appears as an indicated species in seven 
of the eight associations compared with three in the earlier edition. 

This is not to take from the merits of this excellent publication. To those in forestry 
who do not have ready access to "Forestry Practice", this edition is strongly recom­
mended. And to the great number oflrish foresters who already have a well thumbed 
copy of an older edition on their shelves, it should be said, that this, the ninth edition, 
contains new material sufficient for it to be an original publication. New chapters 
have been added on roads, safety, management and administration, recreation, 
radio communications and careers in forestry. The bulletin is well produced with 27 
line drawings and 17 well chosen and informative photographs. 

The most serious criticism I would have is that the treatment of different topics is 
rather uneven. Site preparation and drainage are approached as if the reader is quite 
ignorant of the topic, yet the description of techniques is inadequate for the 
uninitiated. The discussion of the theoretical basis of drainage is quite confused and 
can hardly be of much assistance to the reader. Similarly, we are t~ld that only 1 % of 
the area fertilized by the Forestry Commissionin recent years has received nitrogen. 
We are not told that nitrogen fertilizers applied to very young or phosphate deficient 
crops may be positively harmful, leading to high mortality. This would seem to be a 
serious omission for the reader approaching the subject from a background 
in modem agricultural practice. Contrast this lack of detail with the table of 
"Recreation Use Requirements" which, for 19 different activities lists the space 
requirements, the ground surface texture, climatic constraints and many other 
details. Did you know for example that for pheasant shooting soil pH should be 
greater than 7 and fog is a climatic constraint? Again, minute detail is provided on the 
features of a good chainsaw although much of the considerable detail in the chapter 
on harvesting would seem to be of value to those involved in this area. 

E. P. FARRELL 
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