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Book Reviews 
MANAGING SMALL WOODLANDS 
Forestry Commission Booklet 46. H .M.S.O . 40 pages Price 90p 

This booklet has been written primarily for the woodland owner: Its purpose is "to 
provide the basic information for the establishment and management of small woods 
emphasising ways and means of modifying forestry practice to adapt it to their 
needs". It is not a booklet on the classic foundations of forest management; it follows 
a much more practical approach dealing with the type of problems with which the 
woodland owner, who is not a trained forester, must cope in the day to day manage
ment of his property. 

Chapter 1 deals with what might be termed the objects of management emphasis
ing the need to draw up a plan which will take into account the potential of the woods 
and integrate proposals for woodland management into the plans for the property as 
a whole. The benefits available are outlined: Timber growing, Landscaping, Nature 
conservation, Sport and shelter. A short chapter on woodland types and possible 
courses of action gives some advice on how to handle over-mature woodland and 
coppice. This is followed by an equally short chapter on species selection with an 
Anderson type table on site classification and recommended species. Chapter 4 on 
crop establishment is mainly silvicultural as is chapter 7 on thinning. There is no 
attempt in either chapter to dep~rt from what is generally considered to be the 
conventional approach to silvicultural operations. Planting espacement of 2 metres 
between rows and 2 metres between plants is recommended except where 
mechanical weeding with a tractor may be feasible. Then, it is suggested that a wider 
spacing between rows and a closer spacing between plants can be effected, giving the 
required 2,500 plants per ha. Line-thinning is recommended as the simplest form of 
first thinning, without comment on its possible association with wind throw on certain 
sites. Second and subsequent thinning can be "selective" thinnings. The use of 
average distance between trees expressed as a percentage of top height is recom
mended as a thinning index. This index, proposed variously by Hart and Becking in 
Holland and by Hummel in Britain deserves greater recognition as a simple and 
effective easily measured approach to thinning. 

Chapter 5 gives an outline of protection measures against fire, animals and weeds 
as well as insects and fungi. It is noted that farm stock, particularly sheep, can cause 
serious losses and that pigs, horses and goats are liable to strip bark. Maintenance 
opeations such as drainage, cleaning, brashing and pruning are dealt with briefly and 
it is interesting to note that the use of 2, 4, 5 - T is recommended as a stump 
treatment prior to planting, despite the opposition of many conservationists. The 
final chapter gives a brief description of the grant aid available in Britain. The source 
of this financial aid will vary with the objectives of planting. To qualify for a Forestry 
Commission grant timber production must be one of the primary objectives. Aid for 
amenity planting is available from the Countryside Commission and grants for 
shelterbelt planting corne from the agricultural departments. Two schemes are 
available to the woodland owner; the Small Woods Scheme for areas less than 10ha 
and the Dedication Scheme - Basis III for areas over lOha. information on both 
schemes is just adequate to give the owner a brief outline of what is involved. 

The booklet is written in a simple, lucid style eminently suitable to woodland 
owners with a minimum knowledge of forestry. Although the content is limited in 
scope, a number of references at the end of relevant paragraphs will provide more 
detailed information for the reader who wishes to develop his interest. A complete 
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list of references is also provided. In a sense the booklet might be looked at as a 
posthumous tribute to H . Eldin who had written two chapters before his death and 
had prepared notes for others. His colleagues completed the booklet and the editor 
has done a fine job in achieving a consistent style and treatment. At 90p it is excellent 
value for the woodland owner. 

P.M.JOYCE 

INVENTORY OF OUTSTANDING LANDSCAPES IN IRELAND 
An Foras Forbartha, 1977. Price 75p. Soft back. 64 pages. One map. 
20 Black & White landscape pictures. 

Why produce such a report? The stimulus came from the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature and National Resources (I. U. C.N.). Ireland was chosen 
as part of a pilot programme and was asked to prepare an inventory of outstanding 
landscapes which would eventually be world-wide and complementary to the U.N. 
List of National Parks and Equivalent Reserves and to the World Directory of 
National Parks and other Protected Areas. The I. U .C.N. requested that ten areas be 
submitted from each country. This inventory under review contains all the land
scapes of Ireland out of which the best ten were chosen. 

This report, to my knowledge, is the first comprehensive assessment of the better 
landscapes of this island. The authors freely admit to its limitations and do not make 
any claims that it is the definitive work on this subject. 

The difficulties of selecting and evaluating landscapes are acknowledged. If land
scapes are selected on a county basis then areas in a scenically dull county may rate 
highly where as the same landscapes in a county blessed with great beauty would not 
.register at all. That landscapes were assessed on a regional basis is of great merit 
here. 

Human curiosity, being what it is, I would have liked to know which ten areas were 
selected for the international inventory. 

No doubt there were lenghty deliberations on defining 'Outstanding Landscapes': 
The introductory comments are however thin in this regard. Indeed this is my only 
criticism of the book. One area designated as such is part of the Wicklow/Dublin 
mountain range. The area is 102,400ha. It stretches from Saggart to Stepaside to 
Baltinglass. Within this area there are certainly jewels (Glendalough?) worthy ofthe 
classification 'Outstanding Landscapes' but it is questionable if the whole mountain 
range should be so classified. 

A most useful reference book for anyone involved in plarining or development of 
the countrysitle. The descriptions under 'Landscape Type' and 'Distinctive Features' 
for each landscape will prove of special value. 

As usual with An Foras Forbatha booklets, the cover on this inventory is a delight 
depicting a romanticised Killarney scene. 

P. Mac OSCAIR 

FORESTRY PRACTICE. O. M. Blatchford, Editor. 
Forestry Commission Bulletin No. 14 Ninth Edition. Price £3.50. 

The dangers associated with monoculture have been dramatically empasised by 
the devasting attacks of the Pine Beauty moth, Panolis flammea on the lodgepole 
pine stands of North Scotland over the past three years. Obviously, this book was 
well in preparation before the scale of this infestation became apparent. Never
theless, a word of caution . is included, pointing out the vulnerability of a rapidly 
expanding forest estate, based on exotic species, to disease and insect attack. It might 
be expected that this word of caution should be . associated with a plea for more 
imagination in species selection, calling perhaps for greater diversification both in 


