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operational research, development and publications because they 
were at one time or another part of the Research Branch. These give 
a good summarised history of the evolution of these topics in the 
organisation of the Forestry Commission but still leave "as a matter 
for convenience" the question as to how far they should be associated 
with management or with research. A valuable point is however 
made that it may be useful to bring in operational research techniques 
at the outset. Many workers finding difficulty getting through the 
mass of paper will welcome the suggestion that documentation may 
have been over-emphasised and that in future there should be a 
concentration on document keys. 

It will be seen from the above that the contents are very patchy 
in relation to indicating contemporary thinking on the many different 
problems which will arise for forest research. Even though the 
author in his concluding remarks says "any attempt at a general 
evaluation would be over ambitious" it is unfortunate that references 
to the cost of the research programme are generally lacking. The 
bulletin is very sketchy on the research approach and the author has 
often been content merely to list problem questions. There are great 
difficulties for those concerf'ed with the organisation of all Forest 
Services in determining who should do research, how much should 
be spent on it, priorities of work etc. These are also of interest to all 
practicing foresters who want to be sure that they are backed up by 
good cost-effective research with quick and easy access to up-to-date 
results. With the forward looking approach of the Forestry Com
mission on so many fronts what a pity that the opportunity was not 
grasped on this occasion to give more answers, however personal 
and tentative, rather than restate the problems. Perhaps your 
reviewer was expecting too much but he is certainly left with the 
impression of a handsomely and expensively produced document 
eminently readable but adding little to the solving of the basic 
research programme problems. Society members will however find 
it interesting reading. 

w. H. JACK 
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