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indicates that the unused portion of the current annual increment of the world's 
forests is roughly equivalent to the world's total energy consumption in the year 
1970. 

The scope of the journal, as summarised by the editor, runs to nearly a page of 
text, and it is difficult to think of anything which has been left out. It is concerned in 
particular with the application of ecological knowledge to the management of man­
made and natural forests, and covers all forest eco-systems of the world. 

There are four main articles in this issue. The first deals with the problem of 
deciding whether or not to spray Monterey pine plantations in New Zealand infected 
with Dothistroma needle cast with a copper based fungicide. (It is interesting in 
passing to note that the plantations in question were 5 years old and "grown on a 
fertile site that had been recently converted from pasture"). The case is interesting in 
itself, but is treated as an example of the more general situation where it is accepted 
that resource managers "should look much more critically into the possible 
ramifications of the management practices they prescribe, and not just at the short­
term gains that are likely to accrue from exploiting their ,resources." 

Another article deals with the effects of phosphate, potash and lime applications 
to control-pollinated progeny of lobolly pine in North Carolina, U.S.A. The 
fertilisers increased growth, and the lack of any significant interaction with genotype 
is interpreted as simplifying breeding programmes, and indicating the possibility to 
"breed broadly adapted, general utility strains for diverse sites." 

There are also, a short paper on pollen transport in a seed orchard, a long 
comprehensive one on natural regeneration of tropical forest, five book reviews and a 
news item on extended use of timber residues which at present go to waste. 

This is a useful and interesting journal, and important in that it adopts a positive 
attitude towards the social responsibilities of foresters. If should be in every library 
having any connection with forestry, and any affluent forest manager might do 
worse with his spare financial capacity than take out an individual subscription. Free 
sample copies are available from the publisher.' 

The editor-in-chief is an Irishman who learned his forestry in Dublin, and worked 
in British Columbia and Nigeria before taking up his present post as Professor of 
Forestry and Wood Science in the University College of North Wales, Bangor. 
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Letter to the Editor 
Dear Sir, 

Believing with Wittgenstein that "everything that can be said can 
be said clearly," I was dismayed by the chunk of verbiage printed 
under the "Letter to the Editor" heading in your last issue. I 
examined it for "abstract reasoning concerning quantity or number."1 
None. I looked for "experimental reasoning concerning matter of fact 
or existence."1 None. I did not "consign it then to the flames"I-I 
want to keep intact my complete set of Irish Forestry (any 
offers?)-but instead I read it again, and again. I do not know what it 
means; in fact I am driven to the conclusion that it has no meaning. 

I have consulted with the writer of the editorial referred to, I and 
with my former colleague Wood Kerne, and they cannot understand 
the letter either. In the circumstances it is not possible to offer any 
direct comment in reply. 

What ·Mr. MacOscair, and others, need to realise is that the 
"taste" (i.e. the aggregate of fashionable attitudes) of this or any age 
or society has no absolute validity, and indeed may be culpably at 
odds with the material needs of the age or society. And it is no use 
referring to "beauty" when we try to define the nature and scope of 
our objectives. More precision is needed. 

1. Irish Forestry, 33, (2), 1976, p. 79. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Your Former Editor 


