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Mr. Gallagher asked what was the reason for the high average 
yield class in Northern Ireland. In reply Mr. Parkin said that while 
a high proportion of plantations were on peat, there were some on 
clay soils giving very high productivity. Mr. Wright added that many 
of the younger stands on peat were growing at a fast rate, having 
not yet reached the stage when nutritional problems begin to arise. 
To a question from Mr. Condon concerning the best provenances 
for areas with a risk of Spring frost, Mr. O'Driscoll said that there 
seemed to be little variation in frost sensitivity per se, but it was 
hoped that the faster growing southern provenances would emerge 
earlier from the danger zone near the ground. Mr. Bulfin asked 
if fast grown crops were less prone to disease? Mr. de Brit in reply 
said that this depended on the organism involved. Generally plants 
growing in an optimum regime were more resistant to a wider range 
of organisms. In further discussion, Mr. Dillon observed that Sitka 
spruce was not basically a shallow rooting species. This impression is 
gained from observing wind blow trees in wet soils. Using a deep 
tunnel drain in peat rooting depth was more than twice that attained 
with orthodox ploughing. Mr. O'Kelly asked what were the con
sequences of planting on large ribbons and Mr. Duane suggested 
planting on top of the ribbon. In reply Dr. Dickson said that the 
young plant on top of the ribbon would be subject to exposure, and 
there might be difficulties about stability as the ribbon decayed. 
Some foresters had tried planting in a slot at the base of the ribbon. 
Stepping down the ribbon was regarded as too expensive. In a reply 
to a question from Mr. Drea, Mr. Carey said that experiments on 
complete ploughing in the Old Red Sandstone region had been dis
appointing. There followed a discussion on wood quality. Mr. 
Glennon in:quired about the relationship between fertilization and 
quality. Mr. Knaggs said there was no direct evidence on this but 
very rapid growth produced a weaker timber, possibly of a lower 
grade. To a question from Mr. Campbell, Mr. Knaggs said that no 
more than about 10 % of home grown Sitka spruce was below 
acceptable structural grades. 

In his concluding remarks, the Chairman, Mr. McEvoy, pointed 
out that there was great scope for improving the efficiency of our 
forests in utilising solar energy by combining the efforts of various 
specialists. He referred to the value of pooling the information 
obtained in Northern Ireland and the Republic, and congratulated 
the Council of the Society and the organisers of the symposium. 
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