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recommended to students of second level education in search of 
material for those interminable "projects" (which seem now to be 
as integral a part of education as mitching was a few decades ago). 

On the whole Edlin maintains an objective attitude, rarely 
allowing his personal opinions to come through, as in his reference 
to . "some obscure long-haired or densely bearded researcher" 
(Would he be any better at his job after a haircut and shave?) 
"on his way to speedy promotion to a professional chair". He 
seems to regard forestry as a rather static enterprise, and makes 
no attempt to look into the future. On two separate occasions he 
refers to the "trifling" amounts of nutrients removed in timber 
harvesting, whereas current trends in technology suggest that these 
removals may become quite significant in the near future. 

Polunin's preface claims to "enable the user (not defined) to 
identify all the native trees and bushes that grow wild in Europe 
to over two metres". It will - up to a point; that is, provided the 
user is satisfied to have a name for his specimen but is not too 
fussy about 100% botanical exactitude. 

Initial choice is based on leaf shape, 14 classes. From this you 
decide on your genus or species. In the latter case you check your 
choice against the illustrations and text. One might for instance 
wonder, though, whether it is helpful to read that the lemon 
(Citrus limon) is "unmistakable when bearing ripe fruit". If 
you decide on a genus you may be faced with a dichotomous key. 
Right; we decide we have a pine and turn the key to Pinus. 
First question : leaves in clusters of two or not? Clusters of two. 
OK. Next question: seeds wingless or with well-developed wings? 
Seeds? Wow! 

The colour photographs, though small - up to eight to a page, 
are quite superb, and in themselves make this book worth having. 

Wood Kerne 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
Northern Ireland Agriculture, 35th Annual General Report of 

the Department of Agriculture, Year ended 31 March, 1976. 
Belfast : HMSO, £2.00 . 

(Yes. 1976! - Ed.) 

Report of the Director-General of Forests for the year ended 
31 March, 1976. Government Printer, Wellington, New Zealand. 
45c. 

(Yes. Again 1976! - Ed.) 
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Forestry Commission Publications 

BULLETIN 
54. Aspects of Thinning. Proceedings of a meeting of a IUFRO 

Project Group on Economics and harvesting of thinnings, 
Edinburgh, October 1974. Edited by G. J. Hamilton. £250. 

FOREST RECORDS 
106. Mushrooms and Toadstools of Broadleaved Forests, by Roy 

Watling. £1.00 
107. Mushrooms and Toadstools of Coniferous Forests, by Roy 

Watling. £1.00 
108. Tests on Round Timber Fence Posts, by J. C. Clarke and 

R. C. Boswell. £ 1.70 

LEAFLET 
65. Group Dying of Conifers, by D. H. Phillips and C. W. T. 

Young.30p 

Letter to the Editor 
The Editor, 
Irish Forestry 

Dear Sir, 

Without wishing to labour the points raised in our correspond
ence (Vol. 32, No.2, 1975) we nevertheless feel obliged to comment 
briefly on the reply by Dickson and Savill, (last issue). 

Our aim was simply to underline the dangers inherent in adopt
ing vegetation as a sole criterion for si:e classification. We regarded 
it as unfortunate, (and we still do), that the authors rejected soil 
characteristic as an index of forest site quality on the basis of 
resul· s obtained by analytical methods designed for agricultural 
crops. That was it, no more and no less As stated in our original 
correspondence we find it "encouraging" that the authors were 
"successful in relating site vegetation to fertiliser needs on both 
deep peat and gley soils". Thus our comments should not be 
construed as criticism of Dickson and Savill's research or findings, 
but rather as a reminder to readers that there is another viewpoint, 
which in our opinion is a valid one. 

Yours faithfully, 
R . McCarthy 
M. L. Carey 


