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doesn't normally come overnight. The above points were mentioned in a few of the lectures, but I would like to see a paper
on Human Relations in Work Study as it is the rock on which
so many good work study ideas founder.
Mr. Tr.,up in his introduction set the theme for the seminar
by outlining how work study has developed and is used in the
British Forestry Commission. Their choice of techniques may not
be the best, but nevertheless they have worked reasonably well in
practice. The results achieved by Work Study, Management, Research, Training and Workers has raised total productivity in the
Commission by 6% compound annually in the period 1960-70,
and this rate is likely to be maintained for some years. Over the
same period costs have been held constant in real terms despite
the fact that 60% of the workers are over 40 years (recent
comparable figures for Irish Forestry is 73% over 40 years). The
Commission has the same problem regarding run-down of staff as
we have. The principle of "last in- first out" does not allow
the retention of the most efficient workers. From 1954 to 1971 the
worker staff fell from 13,620 to 6,900 which is in line with the
drop in this country.
Some of the papers are of particular intreest to our forest
managers as we are becoming involved in harvesting. Items
such as developments in harvesting, machinery costing and testing,
and safe working methods are well covered. The booklet contains
a vast amount of useful information in its 99 pages and I feel that
its purchase at £1 would be money well spent by any forest
manager.
P. P. O'GRADY
THAT DECAY PONDEROSA PINE. Robert L.
Gilbertson. The University of Arizona Press. 197 pp., illustrated. £4.00.

FUNGI

SOME forest mycologists, I think, have a pathological fear of
fungal taxonomy. Unfortunately so, because the precise identification of a pathogen is a necessary prerequisite in the formulation
of a disease control programme. Gilbertson's manual, however,
should help to counteract and remedy this general aversion. A
more popular title for his book would read "Basidiomycete
taxonomy made easy". The spoonfuls of antidote helping the
medicine go down are administered in the form of concise diagnostic descriptions of the various Basidiomycete fungi interspersed with clear line drawings of their microscopic characters.
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With the aid of the manual's excellent analytical keys and
checklists one can precisely recognise over 220 species of wooddecaying fungi known to occur on ponderosa pine over its entire
range. The manual includes a wealth of information about the
ecological significance of these fungi and their decay relationships.
A comprehensive glossary is appended for those of us who have
gone rusty on mycological terminology.
Classification of the Basidiomycetes into families and genera is
still in a state of flux as a result of efforts to establish a system
based on phylogenetic relationships. Gilbertson, however, has
combined current systems of nomenclature in his key rather than
strictly adhering to the old Friesian families and genera. This
results in the use of nomenclature that may be somewhat unfamiliar to forest pathologists but the changes were inevitable and
are already well established in the literature for most orders of the
Hymenomycetes.
Although the manual specifically relates to decay fungi of
Ponderosa Pine it will also provide a very useful tool for identifying Basidiomycetes on other timber, particularly other conifers.
The book is highly recommended to any specialist working with
the Basidiomycetes. It is guaranteed to make those long hours
spent working with the microscope a lot more interesting and
rewarding.
DIARMUID McAREE
ONE MAN TREE FELLING-BY POWER SAW. C. H. Kerr,

N.D.F. Forestry Booklet No.4. (n.p.).
Although this booklet was originally printed for use within the
Forestry Division, Department of Agriculture, Northern Ireland,
it is worthy of much wider circulation, and would, I feel sure, be
welcomed by all those engaged in or responsible for felling Sitka
Spruce with power saws, either in the State Forest Service or in
the private sector.
It is a booklet of great practical value which deals with the
safety rules to be observed; the tools to be used and the method
to be employed in felling trees of various sizes from first thinnings
to final fellings. It could be used to advantage in training workers
in proper chain saw technique.
The importance of employing the proper felling technique in all
situations cannot be over emphasized, and the author rightly states
in the introduction that "although the actual felling operation
takes a relatively short period of time compared with other

