
Book Reviews 

OBSERVERS BOOK OF TREES. H . L. Edlin. 75p. 

The Observer book series covers a wide range of topics from 
natural history to sport. The present publication is a revised and 
updated version of an earlier edition on trees. It is broadly 
divisible into three sections. The first deals with the concept of 
tree growth which is expanded further to deal with the forest from 
primeval time up to present day forestry. Brief mention is also 
made of Ireland's affoestation programme. The second section, 
by far the largest, deals with the broad leaved species. It covers 
the major tree and shrub species to be found in Britain and 
Ireland in some detail. Among the topics covered for each species 
are its most likely habitat and if it is non indigenous, some 
interesting information on the derivation of its common name, 
and when it was first introduced into Britain. This is followed by 
a description of the twig in winter, its leaf formation and 
flowering habit. The final portion describes the wood and the 
bark type of the tree. Each species description is accompanied by 
a colour plate showing the leaf form, fruits, the twig in winter 
and the whole-tree form in winter and summer. Individual tree 
bark form is shown in half tone photographs. 

The final section dealing with the conifers follows the same 
format as that for the broadleaved species. A very simple and 
brief method of grouping conifers is outlined in the opening 
section. There follows a description of the more common conifers 
to be found in everyday forestry in Britain and Ireland. Exper
iences in Ireland with contorta pine find a special mention. In 
addition to the morphological description of each species and its 
flowering habit statistics on its height and girth growth are also 
give . As for the hardwood species a colour plate accompanies 
each description showing details of branchlet, flower and the whole 
tree form. 

As a general treatise on trees the book achieves its aims. As its 
main market is likely to be the amateur naturalist its handy size 
allows it to be carried readily into the field. It is a pity that the 
layout was not better planned and followed the same order for 
each species. The black and white photographs in the introductory 
section give the impression that forestry is somewhat behind the 
times. Updating in this section would be in tone with the improve
ments in the rest of the book compared with the earlier edition. 
The descriptions and plates for each species are however not 
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sufficiently detailed for the discerning dendrologist. As an intro
duction to forestry and trees it more than serves its purpose for 
the young naturalist. In addition it is well within his or her 
financial reach. 

J.O'DRISCOLL 

WORK STUDY IN FORESTRY. W. O. Wittering. Forestry 
Commission Bulletin No. 47, H.M.S.O. £1.00. 

The Bulletin consists of nineteen papers prepared for a two week 
international seminar on work study in forestry. The seminar was 
organised by the British Forestry Commission for the joint 
FAO/ECE/ILO Committ~e in Forest Working Techniques, and 
training of forest workers, held in July 1971. 

During the first week whiJe the course was resident at Wymond
ham College, Norfolk, instruction concentrated on the theory and 
practice of work study and participants were given an insight 
into the entire process from method study via work measurement, 
culminating in the establishment of time standards and piece 
rate payments. 

The course transferred to Newtown Rigg College, Cumberland, 
for the second week, and here the instruction encompassed the 
problems associated with the development and testing of forest 
machinery, and a glimpse at the future of mechanical harvesting. 

The Editor's claim that the Bulletin is intended to be a Forestry 
Work Study bible is valid in that it contains much basic work 
study theory, and propounds the concepts and practices which 
are common to Work Study in most situations. Generally this is a 
very matter-of-fact, down-to-earth bulletin. The examples which 
amplify some of the text enhance the readability of the lectures, 
and help to make them more interesting. 

Not alone is the Bulletin of value to work study practitioners, 
but it has also quite a lot to offer to forest managers in the fields 
of planning, organisation, machinery and harvesting, and helps 
both management and work study to appreciate each other's 
problems. 

Work study will only be of real value to the enterprise when 
harmonious relations exist between Work Study and Managers, 
Workers and Union Officials. Respect and understanding for the 
rights and feelings of others will help to create the right atmos
phere for success. It is most important that the work study man 
knows his job thoroughly and earns the respect of both managers 
and workers for fair dealing. This respect has to be earned and 


