
106 Irish Forestry 

policy of acquiring land of similar yield class potential the slow 
increase in clear felling yield baffles this reviewer. Accepting that 
the constant clear felling yield from 1990 to 2002 is due to yield 
regulation one must ask why is there not a greater clear felling 
yield during this period. Does the answer lie in the application of 
the "reduced" rotation concept or in the acceptance of a rotation 
of maximum mean annual increment which is just around the 
corner? A projection of the table for another ten years would 
ascertain if the latter were the case. 

The inventory spanned a three year period and cost approx
imately £95,000 of which some £21,000 is set against data pro
Gessing. The total area covered in the inventory was 264,514 
acres. This is possibly the last inventory of its kind. An inventory 
of stands over 10 years of age if undertaken in 1974 would add 
another 150,000 acres to the above total. In these conditions some 
form of continuous inventory or sampling procedure is indicated. 
Whatever inventory design is adopted it is essential to have a 
periodic assessment of the position for forecasting, regulating and 
controlling yield. Without these, forest management is non
existent. 

P. M. Joyce. 
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