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the relevance or otherwise of the indicators selected [e.g. balance 
of payments, employment], although to be sure economists can 
help in this task. The incentive to dismiss as irrelevant (in the case 
of balance of payments) or to oversimplify (in the case of price 
projections) would thereby be removed, and the debate in the 
politicial arena could focus more on issues and less on the validity 
of various monetary valuations and assumptions. 

Although this review has emphasized the negative aspects of the 
report, it has much to commend in it; for the first time, a con
scientious and systematic effort has ceen made to delineate the role 
which public forest investment can play in British society. We may 
quibble about some of the assumptions and methods used but the 
study does at least attempt to cxamine the forestry sector from 
society's viewpoint. In this sense it stands as an indictment of 
British forestry planning, since any profession or organization 
presuming to manage hundreds of millions of pounds of publicly 
held assets has an obvious responsibility to indicate what return 
(in its broadest sense) this public is getting for its money, and why 
the investment should (or should not) be enlarged (or liquidated). 
If such had been done, the vacuum which encouraged the under
taking of the present study would have been filled, and I feel sure 
that public forestry in Britain would not now be on the defensive. 

Frank J. Convery 
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A NATURAL HISTORY OF IRELAND by Christopher 
Moriarty. Mercier Press, Cork. £1.25 (paperback). 

This small book is the fourth in a series of books describing the 
natural history of Ireland. The others appeared in 1188, 1852, and 
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1950. Its author claims for it only that "It is a very brief outline 
of the subject and is written for the general rather than the specialist 
reader." After a short historical introduction the first half of the 
book is devoted to a general ecological description of the country 
in terms of eight major habitat groupings which range from "Cities, 
towns and suburbs" to "Coast and sea". In the second part the 
counties are described individually in terms of their wild-life 
habitats and guidance is given on where the more interesting plants 
and animals may be seen . No maps are included but two-figure 
map references are used throughout and we are assured that all 
places named are to be found on the O.S. t inch sheets. There are 
192 pages including a detailed 17-page index and 38 photographs 
depicting a selection of plants and animals, and a few of distinctive 
habitats. 

Despite the severe limitation of size a brave attempt is made to 
be inclusive, to take account of the wild-life contribution not only 
of the more natural habitats but also of agricultural land, coniferous 
plantations, and even urban areas. One result of this is that only 
a very crude habitat or landscape subdivision is possible. Agricul
tural landscapes are either "rich" or "poor", and the same goes 
for fresh waters. The author clearly has a difficult task and is so 
busy compressing his explanations into a few words and setting 
down his many and varied snippets of information that he tends 
to forget his readers. This results in tedious repetition and marked 
inconsistency. Those readers who need to be told that cereals are 
planted as seeds and potatoes as tubers are unlikely to make much 
of the passing references to merlins and night jars, or lampreys and 
pipefish. Animals, especially the birds and fishes, are given better 
coverage than the plants; a reflection no doubt of the author's own 
special interest and knowledge. Errors must be expected in a book 
of this kind. Among the minor ones are incorrect map references 
and a startling loss of an '0' in line 2 of Chapter 5. More serious 
are the subtle errors and half truths included in many of the more 
general statements and explanations. Farmers and foresters in 
Leitrim and Fermanagh (to name only two) are not likely to go 
along with the statement that, "The drift material drains well". 
The explanation of forest destruction and the spread of bogland is 
sadly misleading. 

To make the general public aware of the variety of wild-life 
habitat in Ireland and to convey some impression of the wealth of 
beauty and interest to be found there is a major task in itself. To 
achieve enough understanding for people to go on to explore and 
interpret for themselves is quite another. Foresters, and others who 
already have an environmental awareness and some background 
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knowledge of natural history are unlikely to find in this book much 
to advance their own education or to use as a model in their grow
ing role of interpretation. Beginners are more likely to be impressed 
and stimulated by the book than educated by it. This may not be all 
that its author hoped for but to achieve even such limited success 
would be highly creditable. 

R. E. Parker. 

TIMBER MEASUREMENT FOR STANDING SALES USING 
TARIFF TABLES. By G. J. Hamilton. Forestry Commis
sion Booklet No. 36. H.M.S.O. 14p. 

This booklet gives a littLe of the basic theory behind the tariff 
(local volume) tables and much practical advice on their use. 

Tariff tables presented previously in the British Forestry Com
mission's Forest Record No. 31 and Supplement No.1 are available 
since 1956. The system has been tested and proved to ce a con
sistent and precise method of measuring standing timber. It is 
applicable to both thinnings and fellings. Up to now, there have 
been limitations to the use of the tariff system in stands of widely 
varying composition. These have now been removed, but to attain a 
reasonable level of precision, sampling must be adjusted to suit 
the circumstances. In fact a key is provided so that the most appro
priate of three different sampling schemes may be selected. Notes 
on the key are included. An interesting one is the possible grouping 
of closely related species in early pole stage measurement. 

Field work procedure, method of calculations, sources of error, 
checks and measurement conventions are dealt with fully. Notes on 
team organisation, line thinnings and the procedure to follow when 
there is an insufficient number of volume sampling trees measured, 
are included. A point of field work procedure which is questionable 
is the scribing of breast height and mid-diameter points. This can 
affect measurement if checking is necessary. If a scribe is to be 
used, two marks, one just above and the other below the point of 
measurement might be better practice and prevent tapes from 
becoming coated with resin in measurement of 'Conifers. 

Assortment tables, which give volumes to various top diameters 
expressed as a percentage of volume to 7 cm top diameter, are used 
to give an estimate of volume in desired top diameter categories 
instead of volume categories based on breast height diameter. 

This inexpensive, well presented publication is highly recom
mended. 

Thomas J . Purcell 


