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FOREST FERTILIZATION (1) 
The year 1967 saw the publication of the first text-book 

on forest fertilization. Entitled Die Dungung von Wald
baumen by Hubert Baule and Claude Fricker, it gave an 
excellent account of the basis of forest fertilization and 
collected all the important published information on the 
subject. Recently an English translation has been published 
(by B L V Verlagsgesellschaft mbH, Munich), under the 
title The Fertilizer Treatment of Forest Trees, complete 
with 157 illustrations, 45 of them in colour. The book can be 
strongly recommended, despite the fact that the translation, 
while accurate, is in a very awkward style and is not easy 
to read. 

FOREST FERTILIZATION (2) 
Reprints of the article Fertilization of Conifer Plantations 

(with 13 illustrations, 12 in colour) by C. P. van Goor, pub
lished in Irish Forestry Vo. 27, No.2 (1970) are available 
from the Hon. Secretary at 25p each. There are also a few 
copies of the book The Forests of Ireland available at £1.50 
each. 

Abstract 

Forest cover and the water table 
in peat 

We in Ireland are deeply involved in peatland forestry, 
but so far our research efforts in this field have been con
cerned mostly with aspects of the establishment and early 
growth of forest crops. As the crops develop the nature of 
the problems will change and it would be prudent for us to 
look ahead a little and see what may concern us during the 
periods of later development and crop regeneration. 

A good example of the kind of information which we will 
need appeared some years ago in a publication* by Leo 
Heikurainen from Finland, a country where peatland 
forestry research has reached an advanced stage of develop
ment. 

Heikurainen studied the effects of clear cutting on the 
ground water table in peat. His method of investigation was 
to observe the water table levels for two years before stand 
treatment and for two years after. He found that clear
cutting led to a rise of 20-40 cm in the ground water table 
during the growing season. The effect was much less in 
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winter. He also found that thinning had a similar but much 
weaker effect. 

Heikurainen concludes that "the results obtained mean 
that the influence of the forest cover makes up for that of 
drainage. Thus, the need for maintenance of the ditches 
might not be so great as has been generally assumed. On 
the other hand, it can be observed that the final cutting to 
be done will rise the ground water strongly. Thus, creation 
of another tree generation will require repeated drainage." 
"'Leo Heikurainen: Hakkuun vaikutus ojitettujen soiden vesitalouteen. 

(Summary : On the in'fluence o'f cu'tting on the water economy of 
drained peat IIands) Acta tForestalia Fennica 82, 45pp, 1967. 

Meeting 
IUFRO, Gainesville, Florida 

N. O'Carroll 

About 680 delegates from 58 countries (including 7 from 
Ireland, two of whom were engaged in post-graduate studies 
in the U.S.A.), got together at the University of Gainesville, 
Florida, for the 15th Congress of the International Union of 
Forest Research Organisations, which took place from March 
14th to 20th, 1971. Apart from the technical discussions, 
which are always the primary purpose behind any gathering 
of research workers, an important item of business was 
the adoption of an entirely new structure for the organisa
tion. The old Sections will be replaced by a number of fairly 
clearcut Divisions, which will avoid the overlap between 
Sections which had developed during the years. 

Within each Division there will be a number of Subject 
Groups and Project Groups. It is envisaged that the former 
will be relatively permanent while the latter will each have 
a specific goal, after the achievement of which the group 
can be dissolved. The basic division, as before, will be into 
Working Groups, which can overlap the Subject and Project 
Groups. This is the level of close personal contact at which 
the useful work gets done. 

The arrangements for the Congress itself differed some
what from those for previous meetings, concentrating more 
on plenary sessions at each of which an invited paper, 
summarizing the present state of a particular field of forest 
research was read. This arrangement, while well-inten
tioned, was not entirely a happy one. The plenary sessions 
were too large and formal for any discussion, and their 
number seriously depleted the time available for the Work
ing Group meetings, which are , after all, the main business 
of the Congress. 

N. O'Carroll 


