
Reviews 41 

build small ships by 1660 and none at all 100 years later. 
Costs, of course, rocketed so that an average standing Oak 

fetched 1/- in 1600, £3 17 0 by 1700 and £13 10 0 by 1780. 
The Scandinavians were using wind and water driven 

sawmills while the pit saw was still in use here, yet the 
artisans fearing for their livelihood frustrated attempts 
to follow suit. As a result timber was imported in plank 
rather than in the round. 

The era of private planting followed by state planting 
brings the book to our own period and introduces a more 
controversial note. 

Our modern exotics are said to be forced like battery 
hens with a resulting loss in quality of timber. The state­
ment is made that it is a long time since the fattest pig 
was considered the best bacon producer. 

Far from being forced in hothouse conditions and spoiled 
with rich soil our poor trees have to make do with the 
poorest of food and the most exposed conditions. Fat pigs 
and battery hens indeed with a few ounces of phosphate to 
keep them going maybe for 40 years. 

Doubts are expressed about the economics of forestry and 
yet with all a plea is made for the planting of more hard­
woods which would hardly remedy the situation. 

The only historical point which puzzles the reviewer was 
the statement that Ballykelly Forest, formerly Walworth 
Wood, was owned by the Lord Mayor of London, Sir William 
Walworth, who struck down Wat Tyler in 1381. To the best 
of my knowledge the English were virtually driven out of 
Ulster for 300 years following the Bruce invasion 1315-1318. 

Foresters have for long begun their talks to the public 
with a mention of our great forests of the past. "The Irish 
Woods Since Tudor Times" should be well studied by all 
who wish to be well informed in the subject. 

I recommend it to all Irish Foresters. 

C. S. Kilpatrick 

Trees and Shrubs Hardy in the British 
Isles. Volume I, A-C. 

W. J . BEAN. Eighth Edition. 
John Murray. £8. 

This book was published for the first time in 1914. Since 
then its immense popularity has required the publication of 
a fully revised eighth edition. 

The first part of this introductory volume is comprised 
of an extensive historical account of the collection and intro-



42 Irish Forestry 

duction of exotic trees and shrubs to these islands. The 
first-named authority is a William Turner, a herbalist, who 
in 1548 published his Names of Herbs, recording about 
thirty foreign trees and shrubs. Among the most notable 
collectors mentioned are Parkinson, Fraser, Douglas, 
Hooker, Veitch, Jeffry, Henry, Wilson and Forrest. 

The cultivation of trees and shrubs is also covered. In this 
section considerable attention is given to propagation, 
hybridisation, nursery practice, pruning and the care of old 
trees. The actual operation of hybridisation is so well 
described that even the most hesitant amateur is given 
sufficient information to carry out this delicate operation. 

The development of the taxonomy and nomenclature of 
plants is given in great detail. The difficulties experienced 
in nomenclature are 'appreciated when one considers the 
Douglas Fir saga; "Carriere, who was first to place the 
Douglas Fir in a separate genus, adopted the specific epithet 
under which it was already well known in combination with 
a new generic name: Pseudotsuga douglasii. Applying the 
rule of priority, however, the name was changed to Pseudot­
suga TaxifO'lia, the epithet taxifolia having been published 
earlier than douglasii. For many years there was thus a 
choice of names according to one's views on priority. Sub­
sequently an objection to the epithet taxifolia was found 
and the name Pseudotsuga mucronata enjoyed a brief 
reign. Then grounds were found for restoring taxifolia 
again, to be discredited by another means only a few years 
later and yet another epithet found, menziesii! On the 
basis of available evidence, Pseudotsuga menziesii is cer­
tainly the correct name at the time of writing, but for how 
long?" (p.95). 

The descriptive list of genera and species includes all 
trees and shrubs which alphabetically range between the 
genera Abelia and Cytisus. The botanical description is 
accompanied by information on "native country, history, 
distinctive characteristics and merits and individual require­
ments." The amount of information in the book is enormous. 
In the genus Berberis 91 species are fully described with at 
least twice as many more varieties and cultivars of the 
species included. The volume also contains 77 photographs 
and 84 line drawings. 

At £8.00, this book may be beyond the reach of most 
readers, but it should be made available in all libraries. 

J . Dillon 


