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publications on forestry and trees. It deserves to be widely read 
by the general gardening public to whom it presents in a read­
able form the relevant parts of our every day work among trees. 

C. S. KILPATRICK. 

Forestry Commission Report on Forest 
Research 

for the year ended March 1969. H.M.S.O. £1.121 (£1 2s.6d.) , 

Until the formation of its own Research branch in 1957 the 
Irish Forest Service in Dublin relied heavily on the results of 
research carried out in Britain by the Forestry Commission. The 
great advances in the afforestation of blanket peats and difficult 
Old Red Sandstone soils in the early nineteen fifties were made 
possible became of fertilising technique and ploughing equip­
ment developed in Britain. At that time the publication of the 
B.F.C. research report was (or should have been) as important 
an event here as in Britain. 

Now that forest research is carried on independently in 
Ireland this situation has changed. The report is now regarded 
a;; an invaluable record of results of research which can con­
firm our own results, or contradict them (in which case a 
search for the reason may provide valua:ble new insights) - or 
a~ a source' of possible new approaches towards the solution of 
similar problems. 

In this present situation the form of the report, that of the 
"follier-upper," presents difficulty. The report covers the whole 
field of forest resear::h (also Management Services and Market­
ing) and under each heading the advances made during the year 
under review are reported. Here lies the difficulty for those out­
side Britain. most of whom will be reading the review from the 
point of view of a specialist interested in one subject. Such a 
reader, in order to get the background. the design, and the 
results of a single experiment may 'have to consult three or four 
separate issues of the report. (This also leads to difficulties in 
reference citation, which the lazy might be tempted to solve by 
omission). For the outside reader the value of the report would 
be considerably increased if projects were. written up when com­
plete. or when an irnportant stage of development had been 
reached, in the form of discrete and ·self-contained papers. The 
needs of the Forestry Commission's own staff for hot news 
around the board could then :be met by internal communica­
tions of a more ephemeral nature. 

The Commission's Research staff is to be envied on the 
speed with which its results are now published. 

One unhappy feature of the report is the tendency in the 
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results of work carried out by the Commission's own research 
staff to give tables of mean values without any indication of 
degree of variation or of the statistical significance of the 
differences. Compare this with the tables of results at the end 
ot the book in the reports of work carried out for the Com­
mission in such institutes as Rothamsted, The Macaulay 
Institute for Soil Research, and the University of Ox{ord 
Department of Forestry, where suoh information is strictly 
provided. 

Guide to Site Types in Forests of 
North and Mid-Wales. 

By D. G. Pyatt, D. Harrison and H. S. Ford. 

Forestry Commission: Forest Record No. 69. H.M.S.O. 
40p. (8s. Od.) p.p. 35. 

This Forest Record describes a site classification applicable 
to a region comprising slaty rocks of the Cambrian, Ordovician, 
Silurian and Devonian systems. The region includes 275,000 acres 
of Forestry Commission land and a good deal of land afforested 
by private owners. 

The site classification is based on soil ,type and is derived 
principally from soil surveys carried out in a number of forests 
between 1964 and 1967. The classification is presented in the 
form of three tables iJisting t!he pedological, ecological and topo­
graphical properties of each site, an assessment of the windthrow 
hazard associated with each, and some silvicultural and manage­
ment properties including cultivation, drainage, fertilization, weed 
control and thinning requirements in addition ,to guidance on 
species selection. The guide also includes sections on geology, 
topography, climate and the various kinds of soil parent material 
found in the region. Ten cOllonr photographs are included showing 
a range of the site Itypes described. 

The development of modem silviculture requires a thorough 
understanding of the soil as a medium for tree growth. Data 
about the distribution of the various kinds of soils, their physica,l 
and chemical characteristics, their management requirements and 
suitability to val1ioU's tree species are indispensahle. For this 
reason and~he many pedological similarities between parts of 
Ireland and Wales this Record is strongly recommended It is 
concise, to the point and easily read. 

M. L. CAREY. 


