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Reviews 

Collins Guide to Tree Planting and 
Cultivation 

Collins. £2.10 (42 shillings). 

This book is the latest in Collins' excellent series of pocket 
guides and is stated to be for the gardener no less than the 
forester. It is in fact much more comprehensive than the title 
would indicate and covers virtually the same ground as 
"Forestry Practice." It includes, in addition to planting and 
cultivation, information on protection. pruning. tree surgery. 
thinning, felling. planning. nomenclature. arboriculture. trees and 
the law etc. From a forester's Ipoint of view it is a most satis
factory book as it is practical and concise and provides for the 
layman a wealth of forestry common sense. If only the general 
public could digest the advice given in this small volume the 
calls on the advisory services would be ve,ry greatly reduced. 

Foresters wi.!! find it rewarding reading and will be sur
prised at the interesting asides which Edlin always manages to 
introduce into his articles and books. How many for example 
know that Bachelor in the academic sense comes from 
baccalaurus meaning the berried laurel of the green bay tree. 
or that dogwood comes from dog meaning a spike or skewer. 

I liked the statement that no one would plant Monkey 
Puzzle outside a Botanic Garden except in some nightmare. 
There must have been a lot of sleepless nights in this part of 
the world! 

One could find fault with a few statements where outdated 
views are expressed but the only actual error detected is the 
statement that there is no quarantine as far as trees are con
cerned between Great Britain and Ireland. In fact it is forbidden 
to import elm into either part of Ireland from Great Britain. 

As it is Forestry Commission lpolicy to use only the rifle in 
deer control it is regretted that he mentions the use of the shot 
gun for this purpose even though allowed by law. 

Mr. Edlin keeps Ireland in mind throughout the book and 
mentions the Society of Irish Foresters and our publication 
"Irish Forestry" as well as the 2 Forestry Divisions. It is there
fore surprising that in his list of "Leading Arboreta open to the 
Public" he only mentions under Ireland Glasnevin and Tolly
more Park omitting the Kennedy Memorial National Arboretum 
at New Ross and Castlewellan Forest Park with its famous 
AnnesJev Arboretum. 

This book is a potted version of Mr. Edlin's many other 
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publications on forestry and trees. It deserves to be widely read 
by the general gardening public to whom it presents in a read
able form the relevant parts of our every day work among trees. 

C. S. KILPATRICK. 

Forestry Commission Report on Forest 
Research 

for the year ended March 1969. H.M.S.O. £1.121 (£1 2s.6d.) , 

Until the formation of its own Research branch in 1957 the 
Irish Forest Service in Dublin relied heavily on the results of 
research carried out in Britain by the Forestry Commission. The 
great advances in the afforestation of blanket peats and difficult 
Old Red Sandstone soils in the early nineteen fifties were made 
possible became of fertilising technique and ploughing equip
ment developed in Britain. At that time the publication of the 
B.F.C. research report was (or should have been) as important 
an event here as in Britain. 

Now that forest research is carried on independently in 
Ireland this situation has changed. The report is now regarded 
a;; an invaluable record of results of research which can con
firm our own results, or contradict them (in which case a 
search for the reason may provide valua:ble new insights) - or 
a~ a source' of possible new approaches towards the solution of 
similar problems. 

In this present situation the form of the report, that of the 
"follier-upper," presents difficulty. The report covers the whole 
field of forest resear::h (also Management Services and Market
ing) and under each heading the advances made during the year 
under review are reported. Here lies the difficulty for those out
side Britain. most of whom will be reading the review from the 
point of view of a specialist interested in one subject. Such a 
reader, in order to get the background. the design, and the 
results of a single experiment may 'have to consult three or four 
separate issues of the report. (This also leads to difficulties in 
reference citation, which the lazy might be tempted to solve by 
omission). For the outside reader the value of the report would 
be considerably increased if projects were. written up when com
plete. or when an irnportant stage of development had been 
reached, in the form of discrete and ·self-contained papers. The 
needs of the Forestry Commission's own staff for hot news 
around the board could then :be met by internal communica
tions of a more ephemeral nature. 

The Commission's Research staff is to be envied on the 
speed with which its results are now published. 

One unhappy feature of the report is the tendency in the 


