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Obituary 
The death of Tom Manning on 31st August, 1969 will have been 

mourned by the entire Forest Service. 
He trained in Baunreagh under Paddy Barry from 1924 to 1926 

with one of the first groups to be accepted to man the infant forest 
service. 

After acting as assistant in Clonmel, Kilworth, Glencree and 
Delgany Forests, he was appointed in charge of the three forests 
Glencree, Roundwood and Delgany in 1933. In 1934 he opened 
Urlingford Forest, transierred to Gler:: of Ahedow in 1936 and opened 
Cong in 1939, when he was promoted Head Forester. In 1941 he was 
appointed Inspector in Galway, moved to headquarters in 1 '46, be­
came Senior Inspector in 1953, Inspector General in 1957 and re­
tired in 1966. 

His rapid rise was an acknowledgement of his exceptional 
ability, his balanced judgment and his complete 'unflapability', no 
matter what the crisis. His reputation was laid as a forester when he 
handle such delicate matters as land agitation and labour problems at 
Urlingford and Cong with consummate skill. He accumulated too a 
vast :md surprising knowledge of both the forests and their managers 
which he useo to good effect in matters of administration, promotions 
and transfers. 

He was a quiet man, never seemed to hurry and never let work get 
ahead of him he was very interested in people, a keen observer, a 
good listener and a pithy and humorous commentator. His interest in 
Gaelic games was well known ; he was a regular attender at Cmke 
Park. Not so well known was his interest in literature and gardening. 
He had a deep attachment to his home county of Tipperary and it is 
fitting that he should now rest in Kilcash in the midst of the woods 
in which he grew up and which he later tended as a forester. USi 
monNmenttlm reqIJiris, (;rctl1?ls pice" . T. McEVOY. 

DENIS FORDE (9/ 8/ 1918 - 6/ 9/ 1969) 
The sudden and unexepected death of 

Denis Forde came as a profound shock to 
his many friends, colleagues and acquaint­
ances in and outside the Forest Service. 

A fine upstanding figure of a man, 
"Dinny" undertook each task with bound­
less energy and enthusiasm. Fag a' bhedach 
could truly be his Rosc Catha at full for­
ward as he led his team in search of goals 
in his beloved game of hurling. His death 
on the eve of the All-Ireland final was a 
poignant reminder that twenty years before 

played full-forward for Laois in the 1949 All-Ireland. 
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Born in Clarenbridge, Co. Galway, he entered Avondale as a 
trainee in 1938. He w·as foreman in Cong in 1941 and Glendalough 
in 1942, and he went in charge to Clogheen Forest in June 1942. 
Subsequently he served in Clonaslee, Nephin Beg, Graigue and 
Thomastown Forests and moved, on promotion, to Ballinglen in 1962. 

In August 1968 he was promoted to Inspector with The Curragh 
as his district H.Q. Here, as always , he got quickly into his stride, and 
carried out every task in the only way he knew, thoroughly and 
efficiently. 

He was a keen gardener, and the well kept gardens at his home 
at Annacurra, and later at Newbridge, bore the imprint of his care, 
hard work, perseverence and no little skill . 

To his widow Elizabeth, and to his relatives the Society tenders 
its deepest sympathy in their great loss. 

Is fi or nach mbeidh a leith h d adst 1 gCoillte na h-hreann. 
5 alas na bh flaitheas d' a anam dilis. 

F. 6 Fathaigh. 

It is hoped to print an obituary noti ce of the late W. Y. Chisholm 
in our next issue. 

Review 
What Wood is That? 

A Manual of Wood Identification 
By Herbert L. Edlin 

Thames and Hudson, London, 1969. 160 pp, 79 black and white illus. 
and 40 wood samples. 42 shillings (50 shillings in u.K. only). 

In briefest outline, this recently published book sets out, in simple 
terms, how to identify forty different timbers. As a preamble the 
author gives a short history 0'£ man's progress in harvesting and con­
verting timber to its multitudinous end uses. He gives some interesting 
insights into past techniques in handling wood, also into meth;)ds 
of harvesting timber in other countries . This section is followed by 
details of wood formation and structure to assist in identification. Then 
comes a fairly comprehensive key by which a. selection of forty timbers 
can be identified from each other. This key is backed up by a section 
which describes these timbers, and the trees which produce them. 

One of the first things which comes to mind when reviewing 
this book is the realisation that something similar has been done before. 
In fact a book by Dr. Alfred Schwankl called "Welches Holz ist Das?" 
was translated by Mr. Edlin under the title "What Wood is That?" 


