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Obituary 
The death of Tom Manning on 31st August, 1969 will have been 

mourned by the entire Forest Service. 
He trained in Baunreagh under Paddy Barry from 1924 to 1926 

with one of the first groups to be accepted to man the infant forest 
service. 

After acting as assistant in Clonmel, Kilworth, Glencree and 
Delgany Forests, he was appointed in charge of the three forests 
Glencree, Roundwood and Delgany in 1933. In 1934 he opened 
Urlingford Forest, transierred to Gler:: of Ahedow in 1936 and opened 
Cong in 1939, when he was promoted Head Forester. In 1941 he was 
appointed Inspector in Galway, moved to headquarters in 1 '46, be­
came Senior Inspector in 1953, Inspector General in 1957 and re­
tired in 1966. 

His rapid rise was an acknowledgement of his exceptional 
ability, his balanced judgment and his complete 'unflapability', no 
matter what the crisis. His reputation was laid as a forester when he 
handle such delicate matters as land agitation and labour problems at 
Urlingford and Cong with consummate skill. He accumulated too a 
vast :md surprising knowledge of both the forests and their managers 
which he useo to good effect in matters of administration, promotions 
and transfers. 

He was a quiet man, never seemed to hurry and never let work get 
ahead of him he was very interested in people, a keen observer, a 
good listener and a pithy and humorous commentator. His interest in 
Gaelic games was well known ; he was a regular attender at Cmke 
Park. Not so well known was his interest in literature and gardening. 
He had a deep attachment to his home county of Tipperary and it is 
fitting that he should now rest in Kilcash in the midst of the woods 
in which he grew up and which he later tended as a forester. USi 
monNmenttlm reqIJiris, (;rctl1?ls pice" . T. McEVOY. 

DENIS FORDE (9/ 8/ 1918 - 6/ 9/ 1969) 
The sudden and unexepected death of 

Denis Forde came as a profound shock to 
his many friends, colleagues and acquaint­
ances in and outside the Forest Service. 

A fine upstanding figure of a man, 
"Dinny" undertook each task with bound­
less energy and enthusiasm. Fag a' bhedach 
could truly be his Rosc Catha at full for­
ward as he led his team in search of goals 
in his beloved game of hurling. His death 
on the eve of the All-Ireland final was a 
poignant reminder that twenty years before 

played full-forward for Laois in the 1949 All-Ireland. 


