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regimes were established and half of the pots in each condition 
were treated with K. 

Stop 3 : 
Two Norway spruce trees stood side by side, the first had vigorous 

green foliage and maintained good growth, the second had sparse, 
chlorotic foliage and growth was poor - why? This was not meant 
as a rhetorical question but, in any event, discussion presented no 
answer! 

In thanking the Minister for Lands .and the organisers of the 
excursion the President expressed his appreciation of revealing, at 
'.in early stage, the progress and results of the work of the Research 
Branch, and he hoped that this would continue. 

L.u.G. 

Day Excursion to Bansha Forest 
JULY 11th, 1965 

The Society's outing to Bansha Forest was fortunate in having 
fine weather. A good turn out of members was present when Mr. 
Munnelly, District Inspector, welcomed the party on behalf of the 
Minister for Lands, and introduced the Forester-in-Charge, Mr. 
Doyle. 

Before the excursion proper started, Mr. Mooney called on all 
members present to vote on a proposal made by the Council of 
the Society that Mr. David Stewart be elected an Honorary Member 
of the Society. As Mr. Stewart was more familiar to those members 
living in Northern Ireland, Mr. Mooney gave a short account of 
what he had achieved in a long life devoted to forestry, both in 
the Republic, in his earlier years, and in the North up to his retire­
ment. Afterwards, being put to a vote, the proposal was carried 
unanimously . 

After Mr. Munnelly had outlined the history of the forest, we 
moved on to the first point of interest in a heavily thinned plot of 
Pinus contorta, which had been laid out by the Research Branch. 
Mr. Mooney explained the background. 

This plot was rel.ated to correlated curve trend thinning/ spacing 
experiments which had been established in P.C to investigate 
growth trends at different stocking levels. The plot we were looking 
at had originally a P.C/S.P. mixture but the Scots pine developed 
poorly, or had died out leaving widely spaced P.C in a condition 
approaching free growth. As '.i first step in preparing the plot 
all the S.P. was removed. The P.C was then thinned heavily. In 
all 44~~ of the basal area was removed from the original crop to 
free the crowns from competition. On a stems-per-acre basis the 
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thinning intensity was E Grade, according to British Forestry Com­
mission definition. 

The objects of the experiment were twofold; firstly, to maintain 
the plot under open grown condition so as to relate its growth to 
experiments where it wide range of competition conditions was 
envisaged but in which some early competition had occurred; 
secondly, to maintain it as a permanent sample plot in ·addition 
to the other permanent sample plots laid down in the species to 
add to records of growth, height, girth, basal area and volume, 
and information on taper, crown and bark. 

Basal area 
24.83 sq. ft. 
19.49 H. fU 

VOLUME OF PLOT 
Mean Bj A Mean ht. Mean volume No. of trees 
0.282 sq. ft. 4.81 cu. ft. 
0.221 H. ft ! 38 ft. 3.78 H. ft.3 88 

Total volume: 423.28 cu. ft. 
332.28 H. fp 

Vo!' per acre: 2089 cu. ft. 
1640 H. ft. 3 

VOLUME OF PLOT AT FIRST MEASUREMENT 
December 1963 

336.16 cu. ft. 
263.89 H . ft. 3 

Vo!' per acre: 16tH cu. ft. 
1320 H. ft. 3 

Thinnings: 1087 cu. ft. 
853 H. ft. 3 

Total volume prior 
to thinning: 2768 cu. ft. 

2173 H. ft .3 

Area 
(acres) 

0.2 

The party then moved on to plots where various manurial treat­
ments were being tried on retarded P.e. of Lulu Island origin, 
planted in 1941. Mr. Mooney explained that the tri·als were to 
test the response of the P.e. to applications of nitrogen, phosphate, 
potash and copper. It had been estimated, he told us, that some 
60 to 80,000 acres of Lulu Island contorta pine had been pI-anted 
and it had not been showing great promise. The object was to 
find out whether these crops could be brought into some kind of 
better production by fertilising. He told us that it was, as yet, too 
early to make positive staements but the indications were that the 
application of phosphate alone seemed to be giving the best result. 
Mr. N. O'Carroll went on to tell us how the experiments were 
designed in order to test all factors and combinations with the 
minimum number of plots. 

After we had seen these trials Mr. Mooney explained and showed 
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examples of the different provenances of Interior, Coastal and Lulu 
Island contort-a. 

To complete the tour, Mr. Munnelly showed us a small block 
of 36 years old Sitka spruce that was marked for clear felling. He 
asked us did we consider that the crop should be felled at this 
stage. He gave, as the basis of their decision, that the crop had 
bem suffering from severe defoliation by Aphis over a number of 
years and that growth had all but stopped. It was agreed that the 
site was too dry for Sitka spruce and that this probably contributed 
mostly to the trouble and, therefore, the only solution was to fell. 

After the usual excellent tea a vote of thanks was given and 
the excursion was brought to a close. 

M.J.S. 

Weekend Excursion to Counties 
Omagh and Fermanagh 
SEPTEMBER 11th AND 12th, 1965 

The visit of the Society to the forests of Northern Ireland was 
planned for the weekend of the Northern Ireland Forestry Com­
petitions so that the members could spend the Saturday at the 
competitions and have a full day on the Sunday to visit the forests 
of the region. 

NORTHERN IRELAND FORESTRY COMPETITIONS 1965 
The 1965 Forestry Competitions were held on Saturday, 11th 

September, in the beautiful setting of Gortin Glen Forest in Co. 
Tyrone. Although not very old, the oldest plantations being less 
than 30 years planted, this forest has already achieved a delightful 
sylvan atmosphere and it is likely that in the very near future it 
will become a Forest Park with specific f.acilities being provided 
for public recreation and enjoyment. The weather could perhaps 
be described as fairly typical Irish mist but this did not dampen 
the spirits of the almost .')00 spectators. 

The McGregor Cup and prizes for the various Felling and 
Cross-Cutting Competitions were presented by His Grace the Duke 
of Abercorn who is well known for his interest in land use, the 
countryside and forestry in particular. This interest has led him to 
travel all over the world and he has been honoured by being 
chosen as current President of the Royal Forestry Society of England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. The Macmahon Shield and prizes for 
fire fighting were presented by Divisional Officer J. Morrison, of 
the Northern Ireland Fire Authority who have always strongly 
supported and assisted with this competition. The date was also 
a suitable occasion for the presentation by Mr. W. H. Elliott, 


