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shown one of the best demonstrations which we have seen on a day­
trip of the Society. In order to better explain stem-analysis, Mr. Morris 
had taken sections out of a felled Douglas fir at 5-foot intervals, halved 
them and laid the halves flat-side uppermost beside their original cuts. 
The annual rings corresponding to each other on each section were 
joined by coloured tapes to show cross section of the entire length of 
the tree at various stages in its life. The age-height and volume graphs 
were also shown and explained. 

The party then moved to a nearby road to join their wives, children 
and friends in a picnic tea, which is becoming a pleasant social feature 
of these day excursions. 

In summing-up, the Convenor thanked Mr. Morris for his well 
prepared and documented afternoon and also Mr. Leonard for pre­
paring our route and arranging for the tea-break. 

A.M.S.H. 

Excursion to Ballyhoura Forest 
THE excursion took place on Sunday the 26th of August. Mr. J. 

Maher was leader for the day. The party proceeded from Doneraile 
to Stream Hill Property, Ballyhoura Forest. 

Special attention was paid to the problems of planting on old red 
sandstone areas and the difficulties presented by the presence of a deep 
impenetrable iron pan. How this is being tackled by ploughing with 
the Clarke plough was seen by the party. 

An old working prescription and acquisition report was compared 
with present day trends and developments. 

Excursion to Packenham Hall 
T HE Society met on Sunday the 16th of September for its Ceptember 

session at Packenham Hall. A rather small gathering had a most 
pleasant and instructive tour of the estate. 

We were received at the house by Mr. Thomas Packenham, who 
first showed us an old map of the estate dating from 1894 and then 
briefly outlined the history of the estate from its start in the 16th 
century up to modern times. Professor Clear, the leader for the day, 
then brought us up to date on the programme of reafforesation that had 
taken place since 1950. He told us that at that time he drew up a 
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preliminary working plan which envisaged a planting programme of 
10 acres and a felling programme of approximately 10 acres per annum. 
The main emphasis was on the fact that felling should be delayed in the 
more densely stocked areas so that the age gap between the newly 
planted areas and the mature timber would be eventually evened out. 

We learned that here we had to deal with two menaces, rampant 
and ever spreading laurel, and frost. Only the spruce had successfully 
checked the laurel, but in its early years, the spruce itself, if not killed, 
was severely set back by the frost. To such an extent was frost a 
menace that very often there was the temptation to plant Scots pine 
instead. The result of this was that though the pine grew well in its 
early years, it could never cast enough shade to suppress the laurel and 
the end product was Scots pine growing in a mass of 20 ft. high inacces­
sible laurel. 

This we were told was the scene which presented itself when plant­
ings were first started and naturally the cost of clearing was very high. 
It was found, however, that, very often, after they had cleared an area, 
the timber crop revealed, paid for the clearing. 

We started out on the tour and saw as we went along the trojan 
work that had already been done. Of the plantations laid down since 
1951 Norway spruce was doing best, with Sitka spruce which showed 
signs of repeated singeing from frost but yet had a vigorous glaucous 
look coming away well in places. We saw that in the low lying 
areas growth was very slow, whereas on the rises the plantation had 
very often got above the frost limit. The Scots pine was pushing up 
vigorously but one could see that the laurel was already getting a grip 
underneath. 

Our next stop was under hardwoods where the crop was mixed 
beech, oak with scattered conifers. Professor Clear told us that, though 
natural regeneration was good, there were problems associated with 
this type of forestry in Ireland, in that the labour available lacked the 
time and skill to tend to the young crop and the Forestry Division did 
not recognise this form of forestry as being eligible for a grant. It 
was hoped here to encourage the natural regeneration and to introduce 
a proportion of shade bearing conifers. 

We moved on into a 30 year old plantation of Norway spruce and 
Sitka spruce planted in two distinct blocks. It was interesting to note 
the difference in stocking and size of tree between the two sections. The 
Norway spruce were more heavily stocked but were smaller trees. The 
Sitka spruce obviously showed that some agent, presumably frost, had 
depleted its ranks, yet the trees that remained were fine specimens. 

The last point of interest was the park land oak. There, Professor 
Clear told us that the oak, which he had calculated was putting on an 
increment of 15/ - to £1 per annum was, as a result of a grass land 
improvement scheme, being felled out in the name of good manage­
ment and progress. He showed us an example of the progress where 
the oak had been removed. The scene, as a result of the change in 
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environment and excess water, was one of a desolation of thistles and 
rush. This desolation was in complete contrast to the adjoining area 
where "the old law" still prevailed and grasses flourished in harmony 
with oak. A further calamity to be seen was where the trees on the 
fringes had, due to the change, sprouted epicormic branches thereby 
spoiling several veneer bowls. 

After an excellent tea Mr. Swan thanked Mr. Packenham for a 
most enjoyable tour. 

Review 
Timber Research 

M.J.S. 

Forest Products Research Laboratory, Princes Risborougb 

Published free by Her Majesty's Stationery Office, London, 
for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 

A publication of this sort does not lend itself to normal critical 
review as it is no more than a well-illustrated booklet setting out 

the objects of the Laboratory. However, the photographs, illustrating 
the work done, are of a very high quality and they are supported by 
short notes on the activities of each Section . 

The importance of this Research Institute is underlined by a state­
ment in the Preface which points out that more than 90 per cent. of 
Britain's timber and wood-pulp is still imported, and that after pro­
cessing this is valued at about £600 million a year. The Laboratory, 
therefore, has a very real part to play in the national economy, by find­
ing w,ays and means of improving technical efficiency and reducing 
waste with regard to wood products. With more home-produced timber 
becoming available and the greater use of softwoods becoming evident, 
a swing away from the testing of tropical hardwoods is inevitably 
taking place. An instance of this is the recent testing of a load of 
Pinus contorla logs from Blessington Forest, Co. Wicklow, supplied 
by the Department of Lands. Pulping, plywood, particle-board and 
laminated boards are a few of the more interesting and up-to-date 
problems being tackled. 

Great attention to detail is paid to the pages dealing with inform­
ation on how to get to the Laboratory, by maps and descriptions. This 
is consistent with their policy of welcoming all visitors or groups. For 
anyone interested in Forestry and forest products, and with time to 
spare, a visit to this large establishment is well worthwhile. Princes 
Risborough is only 37 miles from London on ,a main railway line to 
the West, and is well served by buses from High Wycombe and 
Aylesbury. 

A.M.S.H. 


