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census of growing stock in the State Plantations, which was completed 
in November 1961. The tables given in this section of the report are 
most informative and give a general picture of the composition of the 
State Forest by area, volume and species. This is by far the most valuable 
and novel section of the report. It is the first accurate assessment of the 
timber capital of the State forests in the country and in this sense is the 
first concrete data of this nature ever to appear in print in Ireland. It 
is to be hoped that a full account of this unique census will appear as 
a special publication as, by all accounts, it represents a very fine achieve­
ment. Congratulations to all concerned. 

The report is ,also notable for the statistical table on a county and 
forest basis showing the area and condition of State Forest lands as at 
the 31st March, 1961 and the map showing the distribution of the 
forest centres throughout the country which appear as an appendix at 
the end of the report. 
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ALTHOUGH intended for use in Great Britain this booklet should 
be of value to Irish forestry people, particularly those in the 

private sector. 
Looking through the prices-they are given as those for 1962-63 

and cover the usual range of forest products-it seems that, on the 
whole, they .approximate closely to those obtaining here. The price 
stated for sycamore under the heading "Decorative' Veneers", viz. £1 
to £7 per Hoppus ft. standing, is something which this reviewer has 
not run into in this country, however. The fact that the more sIow­
growing and exacting species such as-walnut, oak and beech, are 
away behind by comparison points to a more important and secure 
place than hitherto for this tree which is not only easily propagated 
and easily established but is also a good shelter tree and aesthetically 
attractive ,as well. 

Owners of sycamore trees should remember, however, that veneer 
logs should be at least 7 ft. long and not less than 6 ft. in girth and 
that the price hinges on grain pattern. As this latter cannot be fully 
judged until the log is felled and worked, one wonders what system is 
employed to enable the buyer and seller to ,agree on an equitable price. 

For those interested in laying down private plantations-and in 
Great Britain it is not only farmers and estate owners who do this; 
large sums are invested in forestry annually by syndicates of heavily-



.. 

I. 

Miscellaneous 193 

taxed people in order to take advantage of the taxation and death duty 
concessions applicable to forests-there is a step by step costing of the 
different phases of establishment with information on the Planting and 
Management grants available. The costs as well as estimates of costs 
of felling and extr.acting the various kinds of timber are related to the 
current minimum agricultural wage in Great Britain which is £8-15-0 
for 46 hours for adult men . 

Forestry as an investment is dealt with briefly but informatively and 
the matters of estate duty, income tax and surtax under the different 
schedules are touched on. 

Nurserymen will be interested in the price list for forest tree pLants. 
. . . . . . Good value at the price. 

Miscellaneous 
Visit of British Forestry Commissioners. 

J.J.D. 

A group of Commissioners of the Forestry Commission visited a 
number of eastern and southern forests from the 2nd to the 6th April, 
1962 accompanied by the Minister .and officials from the Department 
of Lands. 

I.U.F.R.O. Visit of Permanent Committee to Ireland. 

Members of the Committee, which included representatives of 
Research Organisations from the United States, Britain, The U.S.S.R., 
Germany, Belgium, Scandinavia, Austria, Turkey and F.A.O. head­
quarters, Rome, held their meetings in this country in September, 1962. 

They held their discussion .at University College, Dublin and 
attended receptions given by the University and also by the Minister 
for Lands. They also took part in a technical tour, organised by the 
Research Section of the Forestry Division and visited the following 
centres-Roundwood and Avondale Forests, Shelton Abbey, Johnstown 
Castle, Kilsheelan, Cahir, Clogheen, Cappoquin and Tuamgraney 
Forests, Kinnitty Forest School and Forest and the B6rd na Mona peat 
station at Boora. 
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