
Society's Activities 

Compartment 2 
P137. 24 Yrs. Quality Class I. 

No. of trees per acre 
Basal area per acre 
Average tree B.H.Q.G. 
Average tree M.Q.G. 
Total Height 
Timber Height 
Vol. of average tree 
Vol. per acre 
Crown '10 
Form Factor 
Vol. of thinnings, 1953-55-58 
M.A.!. of total yield to date 

Stand 

460 stems 
168.3 sq. ft. 

7! ins. 
6* ins. 

65! ft. 
54 ft. 
14.65 c.ft. 

6,739 cu.ft. 
52 '10 

.617 
502 Poles-983 cu.ft. 

317 cu.ft. 

87 

British Yield Table 
24 Years Quality 

Class I. 

390 stems 
130 sq. ft. 

7 ins. 

59 ft. 

3,590 c.ft. 

.47 

After this nobody wished to argue and most of us were ready for 
lunch. 

When lunch had been finished we moved off to Lansdowne Estate 
just outside Kenmare where we were met by Mr. Johnston, the estate 
agent. As time was short, we had a tour, .at what might be described 
as, at break-neck speed, around the estate. We were shown through 
beautiful gardens with a wide variety of shrubs and trees; the Araucaria 
caused the chief interest. Then we moved along rhododendron strewn 
avenues by the sea, with overhanging gnarled Pinus maritana and Scots 
pine. Further on, we passed through what, to some members, must have 
seemed like "Colonel Fawcett's last stand"; the luxuriant growth of 
the royal fern, bamboo and numerous other species of exotic vegetation 
was very spectacular. 

Outside the beautiful house the President closed the tour saying that 
we were all very grateful to the Minister of Lands, and in particular 
to Mr. Shine and all the other field officers who put such meticulous 
work into the preparation of a very enjoyable tour over the last three 
days. He also thanked Mr. Johnston for showing us around the estate. 
With that the Forestry Society's tour of Killarney 1961 was brought 
to a satisfactory close. 

M.J.S. 

Excursion to Borris Forest 

ON Sunday, 9th July, a visit was arranged by the Society of Irish 
Foresters to Borris Forest. Mr. Crerand welcomed the Society's 

members and friends, on behalf of the Minister for Lands, to the forest, 
and after giving a short outline of its history, handed us over to Mr. 
Mooney who was leader for the day. We were standing at The Nine 
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Stones so there was quite a view of the forest beneath us as well as 
Mount Leinster and Slievebawn rising on either side. Mr. Mooney 
gave details of the geology of the area, it being the end of the Leinster 
chain of granite. 

A few yards brought us to our first stop of the day-the divide 
between two Pinus contorta stands, one planted in 1950, the' other in 
1951. The 1950 crop was appreciably better. Mr. Mooney gave figures 
of a height growth assessment that he had made. A general discussion 
ensued regarding the relative vigour of the two crops, but it was more 
or less agreed that provenance was the real reason for the difference. 

From there we went on to visit a Japanese larch stand in which a 
thinning was marked. L. O'Flanagan gave figures of volume per acre 
and increment. These were compared with the British Forestry Com­
mission Yield Tables. Mr. Hanan spoke about the Pinus contorta 
Volume Tables which had recently been completed . He was questioned 
as to why Hoppus measurement has been used and replied that the 
tables had actually been made in true measure and converted into 
Hoppus, which was the type of measurement that timber-buyers were 
familiar with in this country. 

Our next stop was a Pinus contorta crop, planted in 1938, which 
has been reserved for seed production. Mr. N. 0 Carroll outlined the 
criteria by which the seed trees had been selected, principally vigour 
and good form, and explained that future thinnings would be carried 
out, both to remove undesirable elements and to favour crown develop­
ment and seed production of the selected trees. He said that the reason 
for this project, in which some of our best stands would be dedicated 
to seed production, was due to the difficulty in importing reliable 
contorta seed. 

After a short visit to a poor Scots pine stand, we repaired for tea, 
after which Mr. Hanan thanked the Forester-in-Charge, Mr. M. J. 
Swords, and all concerned, for an interesting afternoon. 

L.OT 

Excursion to Cong Forest 
A highly enjoyable and interesting day was had by the members of 

the Society and their friends who attended the excursion to Cong 
Forest on Sunday, 27th July. The capricious weather favoured us kindly 
and this factor coupled with the magnificent scenery of far famed Cong 
helped in no small measure to make this outing a memorable occasion. 

The President, Professor Clear, welcomed the group and in a short 
address he expressed gratitude to the Minister for his kind permission 
to tour the Forest. Then the Professor placed the party into the capable 
hands of Mr. T. Grunnell who led us forthwith to see, examine and 


