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drying is less marked in the spring and summer months than in the 
autumn and winter. 

A brief report is given of the general investigation on a consign­
ment of Pinus contorla supplied from Ballyward, Blessington Forest. 
This species which has long been thought of here as the Cinderella of 
the conifers, planted only where no other species could be expected to 
grow, is now being regarded as a useful constructional timber. It saws 
well , is found to be very tolerant of severe drying conditions and shows 
very little tendency to check or split when kiln-dried. 

In addition the report deals with current research in entomology, 
mycology, chemistry and physics which will be of special interest to 
the reselrch worker. 

General Volume Table for 
Pinus contorta in Ireland 

Department of Lands, Forestry Division 

by P. M. loyce 

P.M.J. 

THE author accepted F. C. Hummel's assumption that "the regression 
of volume on basal area can be adequately approximated by a 

straight line within each height class" and prepared this table on 
the basis of this relationship of volume to basal area, the latter being 
the sectional area at breast height. This method of volume estimation, 
known as the Volume-Basal Area Line method, was first used by 
Gehrhardt and Kopezky for determining sample plot volume and is 
now widely used in Europe for permanent sample plot investigations. 
F. C. Hummel in preparing a series of volume tables for the British 
Forestry Commission was the first to use the Volume- Basal Area Line 
method as the basis for volume table preparation. 

Mr. Joyce's decision to use the same method seems a wise choice, 
especially in view of S. H . Spurr's conclusion, after reviewing all the 
different methods in his book "Forest Inventory", that Hummel's 
method was the best when working with more than 300 trees (2,081 
trees were used in the preparation of the Pinus contorla table). 

To those of us, who have been using the British General Volume 
Tables for volume estimation of timber, the inclusion by the author 
in a separate column of the basal areas- an added feature on the British 
tables-will be of great practical help and is, in itself. in a small way 
indicative of the awareness, on the part of author, of the requirements 
of a volume table for use by the timber estimator. 

The Publication by the Department of Lands (Forestry Division) of 
this volume table is an event in Irish Forestry and is deserving of the 
gratitude of all forest personnel. 
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It is indeed fitting that the first volume table for this species, 
published in Europe, should come from the Irish Forest Service, who 
are much to the fore in the investigation of the suitability of this tree 
for the poorest forest soils. 

The .author emphasises that the table is for use with the coastal 
form, now regarded as a better prospect than the inland form, for 
afforestation here. 

The arrival of this, the first Irish volume table, is a further sign of 
our growing forest industry with the coming on the market in recent 
years of the ever increasing amounts of Irish timber. The accurate 
estimation of wood-lots is of paramount importance to an organised 
timber trade and the provision of volume tables, probably the most 
accurate practical method of estimating standing timber volume, is a 
boon to the timber estimator. 

The publication of this table is indicative of the Irish Forest Service's 
recognition of the role of the volume table in Forest Utilisation and 
we can therefore hopefully regard the Pinus contorta table as the first 
of a series of general volume tables, with possibly a subsequent series 
of regional tables- but this latter may be hoping for too much. 

S.c. 

Report of the Director of Forestry 
New Zealand Forest Service 

for the Year ended 31st March, 1960 
By authority, R . F. Owen, Government Printer, Wellington. Price 4/ -. 

IN the prologue to this report of the Director of Forestry, the Minister 
for Forests makes a very important statement on forest policy as 

foIIows-
"This year, the fortieth anniversary of the New Zealand Forest 
Service, we are preparing to commence work on one of the most 
important developments in the evolution of forest policy. This is, 
we are now ready to plant exotic forests at an ever-increasing rate 
which will mean that the area will be doubled by A.D. 2000 and 
trebled by 2025 ." 

He states further on- "Our prosperity stems from a copious and 
well distributed rainfall and uniformly mild temperatures . The same 
soils that have made our dairy, wool and meat production world famed 
could also lead to making our forests and their products into a source 
of much greater wealth and prosperity . .. . Surely we have not set our 
sights too high when we speak of trebling our exotic pine forests in 
55 years." The New Zealand Minister then comes forward and makes 
a powerful plea for his Department and gives his direct personal 


