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do not know what is the aim of Irish Forestry or why we should be 
planting 25,000 acres each year and spending nearly £2! million on 
State forestry. 

On this matter of public relations and propaganda, the report states 
that, during the year, the Department continued to keep the public 
informed of the objectives and progress of the national afforestation 
programme by various means, but it is suggested here that it should be 
appropriate to include matter of this kind in the report. 

T.C 

Trees for Town and Country 
Compiled by B. Colvin and S. R. Badmin for The Association for 

Planning and Regional Reconstruction. 

Published by Lund Humphries, London. Price 30/ -. 
THIS book is, as the title suggests, essentially for the landscape artist 

and town planner. Nevertheless it immediately commends itself to 
all tree-lovers as opposed to silvicultur.alists, though the latter could 
learn, through this book, that there is a lot more to trees than mere 
cubic feet and £ s. d. 

The five-page introduction speaks in glowing terms of the past 
traditions of lanscape planting in Britain and the effects of the Forestry 
Commission's encouragement to small woodland owners, in producing 
the well-timbered character of the English countryside which depends 
on scattered spinneys, groves and hedgerows, alternating with open 
spaces and farm-land. 

We foresters, and indeed, all those connected with urban and rural 
planning would do well to study a work such as this before embarking 
on indiscriminate "road-side planting" and "Landscaping". The practical 
and psychological effects of well-selected and well-sited trees on factory 
and office workers is brought to our notice, as is the lack of visual 
appreciation shown by those who layout housing estates (which so 
often degenerate into ribbon development) and hope to cover their 
shortcomings by planting a few pink cherries and crab-apples. 

There follows a detailed description of 60 of the better known and 
decorative trees. For each of these there is a full page photograph 
which together make up what must, undoubtedly, be one of the best 
collections of tree-photographs brought together in one book. The 
photographs show the trees in their full summer foliage, while on the 
opposite pages are skilful drawings depicting the appearance of the 
same tree in the winter, as well as scale drawings showing its likely 
height and spread at various ages . Sketches of the twigs, leaves, flowers 
and fruit are supplied also, along with details of the likes and dislikes 
of the particular species as to soil, climate, atmosphere and shade. 
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Sixteen lists are provided at the end of the book dividing the species 
into a variety of classifications such as rapidity of growth , hardiness 
and suitability for various sites and purposes. 

In conclusion the A.P.R.R. are to be complimented on the excel
lence of the production and layout of this book which makes it almost 
a collector's piece while at the same time being good value, for the 
planning specialist. 

A.M.S.H. 

Forest Products Research, 1960 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research 

Published by Her Majesty's Stationery 0 !fice, London. Price 5/-. 

THERE is something in this report for everyone who is associated 
with timber and timber products, but the items of most interest to 

foresters are the investigations dealing with Sitka spruce and lodgepole 
pine (Pinus cantorta) species which now constitute approximately 70% 
of our planting programme. 

Different quality classes of Sitka spruce were drawn from eleven 
geographical regions mainly to study the variations in the strength 
and specific gravity of the timber to see if these properties were related 
to the region of growth or were associated with site factors. 

The analysis of variance showed no significant difference between 
regions, but significant differences were found between sites within 
regions and between trees within a site, indicating that differences in 
strength and specific gravity arise more from site factors than from 
various climatic conditions. 

An assessment of the permeability of Sitka spruce showed its 
resistance to impregnation with wood preservative. This peculiarity 
was observed by the E.s.B. many years ago when they hoped to use it 
for transmission poles and resulted in its rejection for such purposes. 
A rather disturbing feature is its tendency to collapse under the treat
ment used. While this is most undesirable, it is pointed out that under 
slightly milder temperature/ pressure combinations there should be no 
trouble from collapse, so presumably it is a question of too severe 
treatment rather than a reflection on the material. 

Sawmillers could profit from the chapter on air-drying. A com
parison is made between roofed and unroofed stacks. Commencing in 
October the investigations showed that the roofed material began to 
dry immediately and was down to 30% moisture content by the end 
of the year. During that period the unroofed material did not dry-out 
at all and in fact no drying took place until towards the end of March. 
It is suggested, however, that the influence of the roof on the rate of 


