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Supplementary notes expand the information when further clarification 
is necessary. Where timbers are similar in anatomical structure as in 
Liquidamber, Magnolia and Tulip-tree wood a key within the Key has 
been given to separate these. A sample card for a common timber, say 
sycamore, on which the anatomical features had been punched would 
have illustrated more effectively the exp!.anatory notes on cards used 
in the key than the fragment of notched card figured. 

Whereas the Lens Key is more useful in the field, office or timber 
yard the Microscope Key reaches out to the worker having laboratory 
facilities. To use this key it is necessary to cut thin sections in three 
planes with a microtome knife. Microanatomical differences often have 
an important bearing on the technical properties of timber so that 
detailed work is essential for distinguishing timbers which appear 
similar. 

Only botanical names are given. This seems a. pity as trade names 
are widely used by laymen and specialists in timber matters. One looks 
in vain for ebony or teak; one must know that they are Diospyms sp. 
and T ectona sp. 

Photomicrographs of transverse, radial-longitudinal and tangential­
longitudinal sections of wood magnified up to 400 illustrate the 
Bulletin. The plates are evidence of skilled techniques in photomicro­
scopy; they are also of high artistic merit. 

The book, of 96 pages and bound in paper, is moderately priced at 
ten shillings. There are 32 pLates (in the review copy plates 1-16 are 
missing), a line drawing and a map showing the geographical regions. 
The cards cost £1 Is . od. per 100 ; it is estimated that 900 cards are 
required to prepare the key. 

Bulletin No. 46 provides a long needed guide to the identification 
of hardwoods. It can be highly recommended. 

M.S. 

Report of the Minister for Lands on 
Forestry for the Year ended 

31st March, 1960 
Published by the Stationery Office, Dublin. Price 3/-. 

T HIS report covers a year of record achievement by the Forestry 
Division of the Department of Lands. The Department's planting 

target of 25,000 acres was achieved ; this was the highest figure for area 
planted in a single year since State forestry operations began. Other 
record figures claimed are-201 miles of forest roads constructed in 
the year, and income at £380,295 , the highest income level achieved 
for any year up to then. 
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There is a welcome return of some features, the absence of which 
was commented on by the reviewer last year. The table showing the 
area and condition of State forest lands at the end of the season 
1959/ 60 included in the appendix is a welcome and most interesting 
addition to the report, as is the map showing distribution of forest 
units in each county. A further refinement that it might be possible to 
include and which would be interesting to general readers is a table 
showing the percentage of forest to total area of each country. 

While on this question of additional tables, it is still very difficult 
to get information on statistics of forests and forest industries in 
Ireland. It is laid down in the Forestry Act 1960 that the Minister 
may undertake the collection, preparation, publication and distribution 
of statistics relating to forestry and that he may disseminate, or aid in 
the dissemination of, information likely, in his opinion, to arouse, 
stimulate, or increase, public interest in forestry or woodl.and industries. 
I have to hand data about Forestry in the Netherlands in English, which 
gives, for example, information on the State Forest Service, including 
a chart showing the organisation and staffing and the numbers and 
grades of forest officers. Here also one can get all information on 
woodland ,area and ownership with private woodlands as well as State 
woodlands listed according to size category, as well as figures for the 
woodland area giving percentage of species and also yearly production, 
total growing, stock and increment and so on. A booklet on Statistics 
of Forests and Forest Industries of New Zealand (3rd Edition, 1961) 
gives 'in the language of figures ' the story of New Zealand forestry 
during the last forty years, with close on ninety pages of statistical 
information. 

While the Report of the Minister gives much information, it still 
leaves the general reader very ignorant of many aspects of forestry, and 
there are many examples from other countries of the type of inform­
ation that would be of value to all interested in forestry in the country, 
particularly foresters , economists and students. 

It is only when one reads, for review purposes, reports from other 
forestry services, where there are similar programmes of forest extension, 
that one misses in our own reports in recent times any reference to 
forest policy or any statement by the Minister on the aims and targets 
of forestry in this country. No doubt there is a well-defined forest 
policy for Ireland and the case for this can be backed by convincing 
reasons but there is no mention of policy in this report . Even when we 
come to target figures , there is some doubt as to what is meant. The 
report for the year ended 31st March, 1959, states that the planting 
target of 22 ,500 acres for the year was met. The present report, for 
the year to the 31st March, 1960, states that the Department's planting 
target of 25,000 acres was achieved! There are people who appreciate 
that this is the target set by the Government and is the average the 
Department must maintain to achieve the programme approved by the 
nation. There are also many people in this country and abroad who 
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do not know what is the aim of Irish Forestry or why we should be 
planting 25,000 acres each year and spending nearly £2! million on 
State forestry. 

On this matter of public relations and propaganda, the report states 
that, during the year, the Department continued to keep the public 
informed of the objectives and progress of the national afforestation 
programme by various means, but it is suggested here that it should be 
appropriate to include matter of this kind in the report. 

T.C 

Trees for Town and Country 
Compiled by B. Colvin and S. R. Badmin for The Association for 

Planning and Regional Reconstruction. 

Published by Lund Humphries, London. Price 30/ -. 
THIS book is, as the title suggests, essentially for the landscape artist 

and town planner. Nevertheless it immediately commends itself to 
all tree-lovers as opposed to silvicultur.alists, though the latter could 
learn, through this book, that there is a lot more to trees than mere 
cubic feet and £ s. d. 

The five-page introduction speaks in glowing terms of the past 
traditions of lanscape planting in Britain and the effects of the Forestry 
Commission's encouragement to small woodland owners, in producing 
the well-timbered character of the English countryside which depends 
on scattered spinneys, groves and hedgerows, alternating with open 
spaces and farm-land. 

We foresters, and indeed, all those connected with urban and rural 
planning would do well to study a work such as this before embarking 
on indiscriminate "road-side planting" and "Landscaping". The practical 
and psychological effects of well-selected and well-sited trees on factory 
and office workers is brought to our notice, as is the lack of visual 
appreciation shown by those who layout housing estates (which so 
often degenerate into ribbon development) and hope to cover their 
shortcomings by planting a few pink cherries and crab-apples. 

There follows a detailed description of 60 of the better known and 
decorative trees. For each of these there is a full page photograph 
which together make up what must, undoubtedly, be one of the best 
collections of tree-photographs brought together in one book. The 
photographs show the trees in their full summer foliage, while on the 
opposite pages are skilful drawings depicting the appearance of the 
same tree in the winter, as well as scale drawings showing its likely 
height and spread at various ages . Sketches of the twigs, leaves, flowers 
and fruit are supplied also, along with details of the likes and dislikes 
of the particular species as to soil, climate, atmosphere and shade. 


