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may lower the level of Lough Iron by about 7 feet thus making avail­
able, for planting, a large area of this type. The pit showed up to 
3 feet of a rich dark brown fen-p'eat with a surface pH of 6.3, the 
remainder having a pH of from 6.7 to 6.8. Vegetation is mainly 
Spiraea with an over-story of alder but it was considered that this type 
cf site might prove ideal for poplats given plenty of side-light. 

The rain which had held off ,all afternoon started falling as the 
party adjourned and fell steadily for the rest of the evening. However, 
a large oak tree provided enough shelter for the members to enjoy a 
tea-break before starting for home. 

In concluding, the President thanked Me. Joyce for his careful 
preparation for the excursion and also Me Reidy, the Forester-in· 
Charge, who accompanied the party throughout, providing a lot of 
interesting information regarding his Forest. 

A.M.S.H. 

Excursion to Durrow Forest 
THE excursion to Durrow Forest, Co. Laois, was attended by members 

from areas ,as far afield as Galway, Waterford and Dublin. The 
party was welcomed by the President, Me. Swan, and by Mr. D. Hayes, 
who represented the Minister for Lands. A short history of the property 
was given by Mr. Hayes who explained that the area carried a crop of 
hardwoods, mainly beech, in which it was proposed to carry out 
regeneration felling. Unfortunately the storm of 1957 intervened when 
only z. limited amount of regeneration had taken place. 

The leader for the day, Mr. McNamara, skilfully steered the dis­
cussion which followed into the economics of beech growing in com­
parison with conifers. The general opinion was that to grow beech 
economically the price would require upward adjustment. Along the 
route reference was made to the high quality of the beech and the 
absence of butt rot. 

Leaving the beech we were introduced to a Norway spruce stand 
growing on sandy loam. In the original pLanting 25 % oak groups were 
introduced only to be completely suppressed by the spruce. Mr. T. 
McCarthy remarked that this is a rather common occurrence and that 
the oak should be relieved at 10 to 15 years if it is to survive. Mr. 
Hayes was of the opinion that oak does better in lines than in groups. 
Mr. Mooney concurred ,and considered that on this particular site ash 
would have been a better choice than oak to compete with the spruce. 

We were now directed to a Scots pine stand which in comparison 
with the spruce looked poor, but still managed to compare favourably 
with Quality Class I of the B.F.C Yield Tables. Again the question of 
economics in the growing of Scots pine was introduced, but although 
comparison with spruce was futile on a volume basis, it was agreed that 
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the demand for P. & T. poles might offset to some extent the relatively 
low volume production. 

A unique feature of the excursion was a competition in the ocular 
estimation of volume of two poplars. This was won by Mr. Hanan 
whose estimate was within 20;0 of the measured volume. Mr. Hayes 
presented the prize. 

Following an enjoyable tea in the open Mr. Sw,an thanked every­
body for attending and . remarked that we were much too prone to 
compare volumes of conifers at 50 years with those of hardwoods at 
100 years, sometimes forgetting that the criterion is the values of the 
different timbers. He expressed his opinion that the price of beech 
would influence its planting. 

P.M.J. 

Excursion to Townley Hall 
Despite about 24 hours of torrential rain, and indications that as 

much more would probably follow, about 20 members and friends 
assembled at Townley Hall on the Kells Ingram Farm between Slane 
and Drogheda on Sunday, October 2nd, 1960. The visit was arranged 
by Dr. N. Murray by kind permission of the Kells Ingram Farm 
Management Committee of Trinity College Dublin. An outdoor pro­
gramme was out of the question, so having been shown through the 
elegant building (designed by Johnston, who w,as also responsible for 
the Dublin G.P.O.) we assembled in the library where Dr. Murray gave 
a short account of the forestry activities on the estate-mainly scrub 
clearance and drainage prior to planting-and showed ,a series of 
colour slides depicting the actual operations. The President, Mr. Swan, 
thanked those who had made the visit possible and in particular com­
mended Dr. Murr.ay's foresight in having an interesting alternative 
indoor programme. 

N. O'C. 

COVER PHOTOGRAPH. Our cover shows the experimental mole or 
underdraining plough which is under development at the Agricultural 
Institute's Peatland Research Station at Glenamoy, Co. Mayo. The 
plough produces a closed drain at a depth of about 3 ft. and also 
provides a ribbon of peat on the bog surface. It has recently been used 
in afforestation experiments. (See also report on first day of Study 
Tour). 


