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the communal and corporation forests were widely spread but also in 
other regions of Germany. 

During the recent fatal war the German forests which again and 
again had been troubled with disaster underwent the last crisis. Even 
at that time, the standing crops faded away and were exhausted still 
more seriously after the end of the war. In the Eastern Zone all private 
forest property of more than 100 hectare was expropriated without 
compensation and became state forest. Anyway, the standing crops of 
the Federal Republic to-day amount to almost one thousand million 
cubic metres that is half of what the German Reich possessed in 1937. 
Compared with that year, the two zones together lost 22 per cent. of 
their forest areas . In 1950 the open areas not afforested ran to one 
million hectares in both zones. But with an immense impetus the 
~V"estern Zone afforested three hundred thousand hectares of their open 
areas devastated by the war and is again about to carry their standing 
crops to a normal extent. The wood prices which had gradually become 
adapted to international standards , also contributed to secure the profit­
ableness of the forest-property. Now a fundamental change in the 
forest is being felt. Thus the use of all kinds of timber begins to 
extend upon the use of high quality timber ; by degrees the consumption 
of wood gives place to the consumption of substitutes. But after all , 
there is no reason to fear a crisis in the German silviculture in view of 
the increasing density of population of the world and in view of the 
high demands of various assortments of timber as pulp wood, pit 
props and building timber. 

Yet we want peace, as all people do, to stabilize our trade and 
industry and, with that, our silviculture, and we know that to-day a 
war would imply not only the destruction of the woods but also the 
ruin of all people. 

The following statement has been supplied by the Forestry Division 
m regard to the recent announcemen.t of an increase in the grant for 
private planting. 

Private Planting. 
Increase in the Amount of State Grant. 

(1) The amount of the Grant which may be paid by the Minister 
for Lands towards the cost of the planting (or replanting) of land by 
private landholders or public bodies has been increased to £20 per 
statute acre with effect from the commencement of the 1958/ 59 plant­
mg season. 

(2) The Grant is payable in two equal instalments as follows ;-
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£10 per statute acre on the sati-sfactory establishment of the 
plantation, and 
£10 per statute acre five years after payment of the first 
instalment. 

(3) The following conditions apply:-
(a) The total area to be planted must be not less than one 

statute acre. 
(b) No area of less than half an acre will be taken into 

account in the calculation of the amount of Grant payable. 
(c) Save in exceptional circumstances the width of any plant­

ation must be not less than two chains (44 yards). 
(d) The trees planted must be suitable species of forest trees 

as approved by the Minister. 
(e) An adequate number of trees at suitable spacings must be 

used. The following species may be planted at not more 
than six feet apart when planted pure or in intimate 
mixture with one another :-Sitka spruce, Douglas fir, 
Japanese larch, Pinus insignis, Cupressus lawsoniana, 
Cupressus macroca'rpa, Abies nobilis, Abie.r grandi.r and 
ash. Except in special circumstances and subject to the 
Minister's approval other species should be planted at 
not more than five feet apart. 

At six foot spacings approximately 1,250 trees per 
statute acre would be required; at five-foot spacings the 
number required would be approximately 1,750. 

(f) The plantation must be adequately fenced and protected, 
where necessary, against damage by fire, livestock, 
rabbits, etc. 

(4) Payment of the second instalment of the Grant may be with­
held if the plantation has not been properly maintained after establish­
ment. 

(5) A Grant will not be paid in respect of any planting or re­
pianting for which a Grant is payable under any other State scheme or 
for which trees are provided at the public expense either free or at 
reduced rates . 

(6) Application for Grants under the scheme should be addressed 
to the Secretary, Department of Lands (Forestry Division), 22 Upper 
Merrion Street, Dublin. 

N.B. The services of the Department's technical officers are made 
freely available to advise on methods of planting, suitable species, 
spacing, etc. If you have land suitable for planting you are invited to 
avail of this facility . 


