
TENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
THE Tenth Annual General Meeting of the Society was held in 

University College, Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin, on Saturday, 23rd 
February, 1952. Mr. McEvoy, the retiring President was in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, which had appeared in the 
Journal, were taken as read and were signed. The President then called 
on the Secretary to read the Council's Report for 1951. 

COU NC I LIS REPORT FOR 1951 
The first meeting of the Council was held on January 29th. Eleven 

members attended. Arrangements were made for the holding of the 
Annual General Meeting and also for the Annual General Excursion 
to Scotland. The new Council appointed sub-committees to deal with 
arrangements for excursions, the publication of the Journal and finance. 

The second meeting of the Council was held on March 12th. 10 
members attended. Final arrangements for the Annual Excursion were 
made and a programme of day excursions arranged. 

Further meetings of the Council were held on July 9th and November 
26th. Attendance was 10 at each meeting. 

MEMBERSHIP 
During the year 14 Associate, 16 Grade II and 3 Grade I members 

were enrolled. 
The losses due to resignations were 6 and to lapsed membership 27. 

FINANCE 
The audited statement of accounts has been issued with the notice 

of the 10th Annual General Meeting. 
Outlay was at a high level last year and exceeded income by £60. 

Owing to the great work of our Business Editor, Mr. N. O'Muirgheasa, 
the income from the Journal is very considerably increased. The main 
increase in expenditure can be accounted for in increased costs of postage, 
excursions, etc. 

We are again indebted to Mrs. A. A. Henry for a donation of £15 
to forward the work of the Society. 

JOURNAL 
Two issues of the Journal appeared during the period under review. 

The Secretary has received maIl..v letters commenting on the high standard 
of our Journal and Ollr Editor is to be complimented for carrying out 
his .onerous task so capably. The Journal is now being sent to libraries 
and colleges and forestry services in England, Wales, Scotland, Holland, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Germany, Australia, New Zealand, several colleges 
in the U.S.A. and also Cal!~da. Most of our county libraries are now 
ordering copies. 
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EXCURSIONS 
The excursions held during the year were most successful. The 

Annual three-day excursion. was held in Argyll. Scotland. and a full 
report appeared in the last issue of our J oumal. Other excursions 
included Carton. Roundwood and Avondale. The Society is indebted 
to the members of the excursion committee. Miss S. Cahill. Mr. J. J. 
Deasy and Mr. D. Mangan for the excellence of the arrangements for 
the Scottish excursion; also to the Minister for Lands and the officials 
of the Forestry Department for the great help received during the year. 
We would like to thank specially the officers of the Forestry Commission 
in Scotland for the wonderful help and hospitality received by our 
members on the occasion of their visit to Argyll and to the manager 
and staff of Irish Wallboard. Ltd .• for a very pleasant and instructive 
afternoon in Athy. 

Among the notable events of the year was the Dedication of a 
Memorial Grove to Professor Henry at Avondale on Saturday. September 
29th. A full report of the ceremony appears in the recent issue of Irish 
Forestry. 

The Council concludes this report by inviting members to co-operate 
fully in the work of ' the Society during the present year. Our work is of 
great national importance and is worthy of support. In addition. the 
Society. by its excursions and meetings and by its J oumal. is bringing 
Irish forestry to a wider public every year and in making friends for 
forestry is helping to secure for it a recognition of the very valuable 
contribution it is making to our country. 

On the motion of Mr. Davis. seconded by Mr. Hanon. the Council's 
Report was unanimously adopted. 

The Abstract of Accounts which had been forwarded to members 
was then considered and on the motion of Mr. Chisholm. seconded by 
Mr. Shine. its adoption was unanimously agreed to. 

PRESI DENT'S ADDRESS 
Ladies and Gentlemen. 

Our Constitution lays on the retiring President the duty of delivering 
himself of a valedictory address at the end of his period of office. This 
is intended to cover a survey of events in the Forestry world during the 
previous twelve months. On this occasion our time is strictly limited 
and there is some danger of trespassing on the grounds of our 
distinguished lecturer of the night. Consequently. I will be brief. 

So far as afforestation is concerned further good progress has been 
made in many countries towards the high targets set when forest policies 
were overhauled after the last war. In our own country, we can report 
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certainly have a depressing effect on international prices. On the other 
hand, continental consumption has been on the increase and may 
counter-balance decreased consumption in Britain. 

Whatever the immediate market prospects, we can be assured that 
the long term outlook is favourable. The position is well summarised 
by Sir William Ling Taylor, former Director-General of the British 
Forestry Commission, in his new book "Estate Forestry," in which 
he says: 

" What can be said is that timber, as a primary product of the soil, 
gives no sign of becoming less serviceable to mankind and that, with 
standards of living tending to rise in all countries, there is great and 
growing strain on existing sources of world supply. Wood being so 
eagerly sought on all hands, surely none but a pusillanimous exponent 
of present day forestry can seriously be fearful for the future worth of 
his plantings." 

In conclusion, I would like to thank most sincerely all our members 
for the honour they have done me in electing me President of the Society. 
I have been fortunate, in my period of office, in having in operation a 
strong and active Council and to that, I attribute the present vigour 
and strength of our Society. Incidentally, I would like to pay tribute 
to the way in which the representatives of the Associate Members have 
served the Society and so more than justified the changes in our 
Constitution which enabled them to share in its government 

To our new President, Mr. Meldrum, I offer my congratulations and 
wish his every success in his term of office. 

ELECTION OF COUNCIL 
The meeting formally confirmed the election of the new Council as 

given on page 2. The incoming President, Mr. Meldrum, then took the 
chair and paid a well deserved tribute to his predecessor. 

EXCURSIONS FOR 1952 
The members approved of the Council's decision to hold the annual 

excursion to the North of Ireland, with Bangor, Co. Down, as head
quarters, on the 27th, 28th and 29th May. 

Local excursions to Glen Imaal, Donadea and Ossory state forests 
on dates to be announced later were also agreed to. 

This concluded the private business and after a short interval the 
President called on Mr. D. Roy Cameron, chief of E.T.A.P. Forestry 
Division of F.A.O., and a former Director of the Dominion Forest 
Service for Canada, to read his paper on " An International View of 
Forestry." A copy of Mr. Cameron's address will be found elsewhere 
in this issue. 




