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the case presented by the producers but in less than twelve months
the decision was reversed and the threat of such State dumping is
apparently to hang over the head of anyone rash enough to risk any
extensive commercial forest tree production. At the same time
quite a number of one-man nurseries have recently sprung up
started by ex-workmen from Forestry Division nurseries who have
learnt something of tree raising and, though individually of lesser
importance, in the aggregate further reduce the market for the firms
who in the past endeavoured to give a comprehensive service in all
the species that might be called for.
All this unfortunately strikes a pessimistic note and I have not
made any reference to the planting called for under the 1928 Forestry
Act to replace the exceptional felling during the recent war. The
total numbers are very large but the impossibility of obtaining the
necessary seeds and the consequent inability to have the necessary
small trees available in practical quantities before 1950 or 1951,
means only another temporary demand. Without some comparatively steady outlet which, as far as I can see, could now only arise
in sufficient volume from state sources or from export to Great
Britain (both of which seem at present most unlikely), practical
commercial forest tree raising in Ireland must gradually and at no
ve~ distant date disappear.

OBITUARY
GEORGE DANIEL ALLT. 1879-1947
Though not a member of the Society, Mr. AUt was so intimately
connected with the initiation and growth of State Forestry in
Ireland that a record of his services and a tribute to his memory is
not out of place in this Journal.
He entered the Civil Service in 1899 and was transferred to the
old Department of Agriculture & Technical Instruction in 1902. He
was one of the first officers to be appointed to its Forestry Section
and saw the earliest steps in the formation of a State Forest Service,
including the acquisition of the Parnell Estate as a School of Forestry
and demonstration area. For a period during the 1914-'18 war, he
was transferred to the War Office, in which he had previously
served. From the date of his return in 1920 his fortunes were bound
up with those of the Forestry Division under the old Department of
Agriculture, the Forestry Commission, the new Department of
Agriculture and finally the Department of Lands, until in 1934 he
was transferred on promotion to the Land Commission.
Up to his death he never lost interest in forestry matters and
was always anxious to keep in touch with the latest developments.
Of a reserved disposition, Mr. AlIt did not make friends easily but
those who had the privilege of knowing him intimately valued it
accordingly and had a very high opinion of his straightforward
character and undoubted abilities.

