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Reviews 

Forestry and Woodland Life. H. L. Edlin, B.Sc. Batsford, 
London. 15 j-. 

This book is, according to the author, planned as an outline 
for the layman, and as a summary for those concerned with forest 
work, of the science and craft of tending woodlands as at present 
practised in Britain. It is indeed an ideal book to place in the hands 
of those seeking. an introduction to the life of the forest and the 
work of the forester. In non-technical language it tells of the forest 
society, the trees, birds, insects, wild flowers, forest animals. The 
author has put a tremendous amount of solid information into this 
simple but scientific narrative of the forest and its environment, and 
few foresters will claim they have learned little when they have got 
through the early chapters. 

The accounts of work in the forest, raising young trees, planting, 
tending and felling plantations are sketchy as one might expect in a 
review of this kind and anyone seeking details of forestry practice 
must search elsewhere. Nevertheless this is a book that the forester 
will welcome to his bookshelves. The pictures are really beautiful 
and it is claimed by the publishers that they provide the most 
comprehensive series ever collected in a book on this subject. 

As for our non-technical members this is the book for which 
they have been waiting. They will enjoy every page and picture 
and having read it will look forward with eagerness to the excursions 
and outings of the Society and to private rambles in " The Wild­
wood" and under" The Greenwood Tree." 

T.C. 

Forest Operations, Series No.2 (The Establishment of Hardwoods). 
London, H.M.S.O., 9d. 

This booklet of 36 pages is the second of a new series, the first of 
which (dealing with Thinning) was reviewed in Volume III, No. 1. 
Separate chapters deal with the establishment of oak, beech, ash, 
sycamore, sweet chestnut, birch and alder both by sowing and 
planting, and the final chapter suggests treatment for restocking 
various types of hardwood coppice and devastated woodlands. 

The arrangement of the material is logical: the natural distribu­
tion of the species and its segregates is given first, its place in woods 
and plantations and its silvicultural characteristics discussed. 
This is followed by sections on nursery treatment, methods of 
planting and selection of suitable sites and tending up to establish­
ment. The information given should prove of real service to all 
foresters, summarising as it does the results of twenty-five years of 



experience and research involved in the establishment of 35,000 
acres of hardwoods. 

Irish foresters will note that some practices common here are 
not mentioned. Autumn sowing of acorns in the nursery under 
heavy cover is not mentioned in spite of the difficulties of storing 
acorns without risk of premature germination or damage by 
dessication according as storage conditions are too damp or too dry. 
The planting of small oak groups of about 20 plants, set 18 inches 
apart, the groups being 15-20 feet apart centre to centre in a matrix 
of conifers has been favoured here but the practice is not apparently 
favoured by the Forestry Commission. Strip planting is preferred 
with a spacing of 8 feet between adjacent rows of conifers and oak. 
The complete omission of elm from this booklet is rather 
disappointing. 

The insistence on confining ash and sycamore to really good 
sites is to be welcomed, especially as there is such a temptation to 
accept natural regeneration of these species in restocking woodland. 
The warning against planting ash in grassland is fully borne out by 
experience here even where soil and local climatic conditions seem 
favourable. On the other hand the assertion that both the silver 
and common birches" are so similar in their characteristics that 
they may be treated as one from a silvicultural point of view" 
appears doubtful. On better soils the silver birch usually gives a 
better bole and grows taller while the common birch is more tolerant 
of a high water table. 

An interesting point in cultivating chestnut is the recom­
mendation to cut back all plants to ground level at an age of 6 to 8 

. years and to thin the resulting shoots speedily until only the 
straightest is left. 

At the modest price of ninepence, this simply-written and 
attractively produced booklet should be in the hands of every 
forester and woodland owner. 

T.McE. 

Forestry Commission Booklet No.1 (Woodland Mosses). London, 
H.M.S.O., 2 j-. 

In this, the first of a new series dealing with subjects of import­
ance to foresters, two pages are devoted to a description with 
photographic illustrations of 20 moss species considered as useful 
indicators of woodland conditions. An attempt is made to indicate 
the soil and climatic conditions under which these mosses are found. 

The booklet will be particularly welcomed by those students of 
vegetation who have a reasonable grasp of the identification of the 
flowering plants but who have been deterred from a study of the 
mosses by the absence of a suitable introductory or elementary work. 




