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The Planting Material. 

Planting of poplars should be planted out with wf·ll-graded material 
-with seedlin'gs and rooted cuttings from 1 to 2 years of age and with 
stem cuttings of the highest grade. 

Planting according to the belt method and on ravine slopes should 
be done with well-rooted seedling stocks. or if these are unavailable, 
with rooted cuttings. 

Planting material for spEcies to be intermixed with poplar should be 
put out from 1 to 2 years of age. 

Early spring is tt.e best time for plar.ting. The plants must be put 
out before the buds burst, better still before they begin to swell. ' 

Planting TechniQue. 

This is done by making pits with a spade, in the case of seedlings 
and cuttings which have developed a fibrous root system. Cuttings of 
poplar are planted out with 'I special rl.ibble exactly as in the par~nt 
stock plantations. • 

Tending the Stands. 

This has for its object the loosening of the soil between the plants 
and between :he rows and the maintenance of it in bare fallow con
dition for the first two or three years under ample moisture and pre
serves aeration. 

The loosening of the soil must be done four or five times during the 
growing se~,son, depending on the growth of weeds and crusts formed 
after rainfall. This treatment can be carried out with a tractor or 
horse-ctrawn disc cultivator or planet and horse hoes. 

S. M, O'SULLIVAN. 
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Dr, Kis3{~n'Si bulletins make ref!"eshing reading. These are times of 
State planning, State control and State interference in all walks of life 
and not least in forestry, and we in Ireland, are in danger of forgetting 
the importance of individual action and neglecting the advantages which 
individuals with a common aim find in banding themselves in groups for 
voluntary co-operation. 

Communication No. 2 is a comprehensive survey of the history, 
objects and achievements of forestry co-operative bodies in many coun
tries. The societies in Great Britain receive most attention because, as 
the writer says, they had never received any before and also because 
he was on the spot to do the work. Denmark, Finlanl:J, Sweden. America 
are also dealt with as well as some account being given of workers' 
societies in Russia and some Balkan countries. ' 

Co-operation has been applied mainly to -Management and Marketing, 
the principal difficulties cf th~ small woodlot owner throughout the 
world. Management covers advisory services in many branches such 
as PrEwaration of ground for planting, drainage, selection of species, and 
estabh,hment of plantatIOns. but probably the most valuable service, and 
the one most in demand, is in the marking of thinnings. This service must 
be a boon to the inexperienced woodland owner with plantations needing 
thinning, and it is one capable of doing great good. Some societies 
uEdertake the entire management of members' woods. They work to an 
agreed. plan and are responsible for engaging labour and carrying on ell 
operatIOns. 
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The small owner is at a serious disadvantage when it comes to 
marketing. In Inany cases he does not know the value of his produce 
or how to go about obtaining the best price for what he has to sell. 
A member of a co-operative society is saved all this uncertainty. The 
society's skilled staff will measure up and value his trees and give 
advice on advertising and sale agreements. By combining several lots 
belonging to members in one district they may attract larger buyers and 
obtain an enhanced price. At all times by keeping closely in touch 
with timber supply and demand they can advise members on 
the advisability of selling. 

Considering the benefits derived from membership of co-operative 
societies, it IS ~urprising that in 1939 only 500 landowners in Great 
Britain were members of the three societies operating there, and that 
the total area of woods involved amounted . to a. bare 254,000 acres. 

Communication No. 3 on Forestry Credit, deals with the facilities 
for credit available in Germany, Norway, Denmark, U.S.A .. Great 
Britain and some of the Dominions. Owing to the length of time be
tween sowing and harvest credil is a greater necessity in forestry than 
in most industries. These loans are of two kinds, short-term credits 
for the purchase of implements or to tide an owner over a temporary 
nnarJcial crisis pending the realisation of an existing forest crop. and 
long-term credits for the I?urchase of forests, of land for afforestation or 
to meet the costs of laying down and maintaining forests and of under
taking various works in them. 

Long-term l02ns against such an intangible asset as a growing crop 
in its early years 2re not easy to negotiate and commercial banks will not 
usually advance more than the value of the land and ignore the expect
ation value of the young trees. Some of the credit agencies which 
specialise in rural- business have a similar limit to their advances, and 
those which accept growing stock as well as land as security do so 
only where! a forest is mortgaged jointly with agricultural property. 
This disability is a serious drawback to private forestry, and the question 
hao been under examination m America, where a Bill has been drafted to 
enable Federal land banks to mak~ advances on forest property, 
provided that the wood is managed satisfactorily, or that proper 
management is established with the proceeds of the loan. In Great 
Britain the Forestry Commissirn is empowered by the Act of 1919 to 
make loans for afforestation and replanting, but they do not appear to 
have mane use of this provision. In the recent White Paper on British 
Post-War Forest Policy it is suggested that Dublic loans should be made 
available for private owners who conform -to approved forestry prac
tices, and it hoped to provide such loans to owners of "dedicated" 
woods at a reasonable interest rate. 

POST.WAR FOREST POLICY-PRIVATE WOODLANDS. 

Supplementary Report by H.M. Forestry 
Commissioners, January, 1944. 

(H. M. Stationery Office: Price 2d.) 

In. their Report on Post-War Forest Policy, June, 1943. the Forestry 
CommIssIOners devoted Chapter 3 (Paras. 259 to 333) to the future of 
Private Woodlands. In paragraph 297 it was stated that, in working 
out and applying the- details of the scheme, the Central Landowners' 
Association, the Scottish Land and Property Federation and the ROYCll 
Scottish and English Forestry Societies should be freely taken into· con
sultation. 

. Private Woodland owner~ had already expressed their dis-satisfaction 
WIth the proposals so the Commissioners invited those four .bodies to 
nominate two representatives each to meet them and discuss the pro
posals In greater detail. The Conference so constituted held four meet
ings in all, namely on 21st July, 22nd September, 27th October and 28th 
October, 1943. 

. The Basic Considerations. anq. the seven fundamental principles de
rIved th~refrom for the dedIcatIOn of woodlands were agreed. The 
undertakmgs to be assumed by Private Owners in return for State 


