
OBITUARY 
CAPTAIN L. D. TRANT 

Members will have read with regret the announcement in our lastr, 
issue of the death, at the age of 6r, of Capt. Lawrence D. Trant, 
of Dovea, Thurles. 

With Mrs. Trant he had attended several meetings and excursions 
of the Society, when he made many new friends amongst foresters. 
In his early years he !had been engaged on engineering construction 
in the Argentine, and he served with the South Irish Horse in the 
First World War. He was keenly interested 1n the development of 
co-operative methods of farming and, to this end. he sold his estatf' 
to the Centenary Co-operative Company for little more than a nomi­
nal sum. He had the pleasure of watching this enterpr~se grow 
into one of the most progressive and up-to-date farming organisa­
;j:ions in the country. 

His self-sacrifice for the encouragement of co-operative farming 
was typical of. a man who was noted for his kindness, courtesy and 
sincerity and whose life was marked by numerous ads of charity 
done by stealth_ 

THE COVER PHOTOGRAPH 
The cover photograph of this issue is by courtesy of " Times Pictorial. " . 

It shows Mr. M. O'Beirne, President of the Society, standing beside a 
\Vellingtonia in one of the first plantations laid down at Avondale after it 
opened in 1906 as a Forestry School. Mr. O'Beirne himself was a member ' 
of the first class and has just recently retired from the position of Superin­
tendent of the school on reaching the age limit. 

The one-acre plot of Wellingtonia (Sequoia gigantea) was planted in 
the spring of I906. The Wellingtonias were planted at I2 feet apart in a 
matrix of European Larch at 4 foot spacing. The larch nurses were mostly 
removed in thinnings, but a few still remain. 

Of the 300 or so \Vellingtonias originally planted, I68 were still standing 
when the plot was measured in May, I948. These varied in quarter-girth 
between 6" and 22"; the average total height was 70 feet; the average 
timber height was 60 feet. The nett volume by the 40% method was 4,560 
Hoppus feet. 

The situation (Compt. IS) is well sheltered, the elevation being 300 to 
400 feet. The soil is a deep, fertile, shaley loam. The trees are quite 
healthy and are still growing vigorously, some bearing cones (which take 
two years to mature) . In contrast Sequoia sempervivens under similar 
conditions of soil and situation did not do nearly so well, having suffered. 
severely from frost injury. 


