
26 

OBITUARY 
PATRICK BARRY, 1887- 1948 

The death on July 24, 1948, of Patrick Barry came as a 
shock to his colleagues in the Forestry Service. Although 
he had been ailing since Easter, few realised that his illness 
m ight prove fatal and the news of his passing was a heavy 
blo\,' to his numerous friends and a grave loss to Irish 
Forestry. 

He was the first to take the Forestry Course at Avondale 
which he entered in 1908. In 1913 he became foreman in 
the embryo Forest Service. The first World War interrupted 
h is forestry career but by 1920 he had reached the rank of 
Grade I Forester and was aopointed Junior Inspector in 
1934. When the District Offi-cer posts were established in 
1937 he was an obvious choice and was placed in charge of 
the Portlaoighise District. When the - expansion of the 
Seryice necessitated a strengthening of headquarters 
technical staff his ability and experience again told and he 
was transferred to Dublin in 1939. He was in charge of 
Nurseries and Supplies and also acted as Divisional Inspector 
before his appointment to the Chief Inspectorship, which 
came in January, 1947. 

During his term as Forester he had charge of the im
por:ant centres of Mountrath, Glen ,of Imaal, Dundrum and 
Erno . In all these outstanding crops are a living tribute to 
his knowledge and efficiency in the work of afforestation. 
In nursery technique, too, he lead the way. His practical 
approach t8 all problems, and the standard of careful, 
economical work and attention to detail which he established 
impressed all and left their mark on the many foresters who 
trained under him at Emo. 

In the various posts assigned to him he came to have q,.n 
unequalled knowledge of fores~ry persol'll'lel and, even in 
la ter years when his work confinecl hfm to the officee eke 
kept in ttlUch with both the official and private lives of 
alnlost every member of the staff. He h3.d that rare capacity ' 
for maintaining strict discipline and yet retaining the 
\"..-armest l'egard and friendship of his subordinates. Even 
when he castigated most severely one felt that he was 
actuated solely by zeal and an underlying feeling of sincere 
friendship. It is hardly surprising that those trained by him 
confidently turned to him in after years for advice and 
guidance. 

A widely-read man with a great fund of general 
knowledge, he was noted for his vigorous and colourful 
utterances on a wide range of subjects. He had a deep 
knowledge of human nature and a reputation for his shrewd 
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assessment of character. The memory of this strong person
ality with the kindly heart will remain green for many 
a year. 

JOSEPH FARRELLY, 1890- 1948 

We regret to record the death on 6th November, 1948, . 
of Joseph Farrelly, State Forester at Virginia Forest. 

He took his training in forestry at Dundrum from 1911 to 
1912 and at Avondale up to 1914. Having had pre.vious 
experience in private nurseries, his skill in propagating rare 
species was availed of even at this stage. On completion of 
his training he took an appointment on the Humewood 
estate in West Wicklow managing the woodland and 
gardens_ In 1916 he was gardener in the Botanic Gardens. 
Glasnevin, but left to start a nursery of his own. In 1919 he 
returned to the State service as Forest Foreman, working 
at Glendalough and Avondale Forests. He was later engaged 
by Kildare County Council on its Forestry Scheme and laid 
down the large Bracknagh plantation near Athy. From 1922' 
to 1924 he served in the newly-formed Free State Army but 
soon returned to the outdoor life as gardener in Watson's
Nurseries, Killiney. In 1927 he emigrated to U.S.A. where 
he became foreman in a 600 acre nursery in New Jersey and 
later worked with the Pacific Lumber Company in Cali
fornia. An unfortunate street accident in America resulted 
in a broken leg which caused permanent lameness. 
Undaunted by this mishap we find him in 1935 returning to 
the hish Forestry Service, serving as Forester at Bally
mahon, Athlone and finally , Virginia, where he died <. in 
harness." 

He i i-as an active member of the Volunteers from their 
inception and took part in their organisation in County 
Wicklow, particularly in the Rathdrum district. He was in 
close touch with the leaders in Dublin. 

Owing to a retiring disposition and his late re-entry into 
the Service he was not widely known ' and his varied career 
will come as a surprise to many of his colleagues. His love 
of country and of the forest were outstanding, and in later 
years he never allowed his physical disability to interfere 
with his duties. In fact he spent most of his spare time in 
the woods and earned a reputation in the skilled handling 
of hardwood plantations. 

A widower, he leaves four young children unprovided 
for as his formal State Service was insufficient to qualify 
for pension or gratuity. 


