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The keen demand for poplar timber for match-splints 

during the war should focus attention on these fast growing 
trees, especially as to their use on farms and estates. Un
fortunately the State forests contain only a small proportion 
.of land suitable for poplars, the ideal type being alluvial 
valley bottoms. 

Information is given under such headings as Choice of 
Site, Choice of Variety, Raising Plants, Planting, Diseases. 
Yield and Utilizati.on. Attention is especially directed to 
spacing and thinning - points in w hkh poplars differ 
radically from the usual species. As extreme light-demanders, 
intolerant of competition, an initial spacing even of 12 feet 
each way demands very early thinning and a spacing of 18 
to 20 feet is recommended. 

No planter sh.ould be without this leaflet. 

Repof't of Fifth British Emp'ire Forestry Conference. His 
Majesty's Stationery Office. Price 1/-. 

This summary report describes briefly the work of the 
Conference and contains the Resolutions and Committee 
Reports on such subjects as Land Use, Management, Silvi
culture, Forest Products Research and Education. Repre
senting as it does the combined wisdom and experience of 
so many forest authorities, it should be studied by all who 
have to do with the formulation and administration of 
forest policy. It would be impossible to summarise its con
clusionsadequately here but a few points .rriay be noted. 

In silviculture the most noteworthy advance was 
reported from South Africa where remarkable Tesults were 
obtained by wide spacing and very heavy thinning in pine 
plantations. It is hoped to deal fully with this :subject in a 
later issue. It was insisted that research was a necessary 
corollary to efficient forest management. 

There was general agreement on the necessity in every 
country of a supreme land use authority with adequate 
f.orest representation in ordeT to implement with full 
governmental authority a policy based on land use surveys. 

T.McK 

Forestry CommiSSion Leaflet No. 16. Larch Canker. 2d. 

ForestryCommi~on Leaflet No. 26. The Spruce Bark 
Beetle. 2d. 

The leaflet on Larch Canker, now appearing in revised 
form, deals in a practical way with this troublesome disease. 
The emphasis is on preventive measures-the use of home-


