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is a typical forest with no striking historical associations or 
scenic features, yet this account is extremely interesting. 
It is a young forest, the oldest plantations being only 20 
years old and it is almost entirely on land previously used 
for sheep-grazing. Of a total acreage of 10,683 acres, .over 
3,000 have so far been planted and 4,500 remain tD be 
planted; 250 acres .of better land are reserved for agriculture 
and the remainder is tOD poor or too high-lying for planting. 

The forest opened in 1927 with 16 men in employment. 
This had increased to 27 at the beginning ·of the war and it 
is estimated that there will be work for at least 90 men by 
1960. This figure of one full-time permanent worker for 
every 80-90 acres of productive forest on mountain land is .of 
great interest and indicates the high labour-content of 
forestry as compared with hill sheep-farming. The housing 
.of tiheworkers has been tackled from the start and ten new 
houses have been erected. If one can judge from photo
graphs these houses are of attractive appearance and 
reasonable size. 

The erection of isolated workers' houses has not proved 
satisfactory and plans are now in being for the creation of a 
'Complete new forest village of 80 workers' houses, as well as 
saW1Illills, shops, school, playing field, church, village hall 
and an inn. 

To return to the forest proper, the species used are 
mostly Norway and Sitka spruces, with some Scots pine and 
the two larches. 400 acres is the most that has so far been 
planted in a seas.on but it is expected that much larger areas 
will soon be tackled with tractor ploughs. Thinnings yield
ing pit-props have begun and forest road construction is now 
necessary. 

The close similarity between this typical Scottish forest 
and some .of our mountain forests, especially in Wicklow, 
needs no stressing and points to the necessity of a compre
hensive development plan covering land use, labour supply, 
social amenities and communications as well as planting, 
as soon as a decision to afforest a large block is taken. 

T. McE. 

NOTICES: 

Poplar Planting; Forestry Commission Leaflet No. 27. His 
Majesty's Stationery Office. Price 2d. 

This 14-page "leaflet" is well up to the high standard 
.of recent Forestry Commission pUblications and provides 
in handy form much useful information on the cultivation 
.of a neglected but valuable genus. 
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The keen demand for poplar timber for match-splints 

during the war should focus attention on these fast growing 
trees, especially as to their use on farms and estates. Un
fortunately the State forests contain only a small proportion 
.of land suitable for poplars, the ideal type being alluvial 
valley bottoms. 

Information is given under such headings as Choice of 
Site, Choice of Variety, Raising Plants, Planting, Diseases. 
Yield and Utilizati.on. Attention is especially directed to 
spacing and thinning - points in w hkh poplars differ 
radically from the usual species. As extreme light-demanders, 
intolerant of competition, an initial spacing even of 12 feet 
each way demands very early thinning and a spacing of 18 
to 20 feet is recommended. 

No planter sh.ould be without this leaflet. 

Repof't of Fifth British Emp'ire Forestry Conference. His 
Majesty's Stationery Office. Price 1/-. 

This summary report describes briefly the work of the 
Conference and contains the Resolutions and Committee 
Reports on such subjects as Land Use, Management, Silvi
culture, Forest Products Research and Education. Repre
senting as it does the combined wisdom and experience of 
so many forest authorities, it should be studied by all who 
have to do with the formulation and administration of 
forest policy. It would be impossible to summarise its con
clusionsadequately here but a few points .rriay be noted. 

In silviculture the most noteworthy advance was 
reported from South Africa where remarkable Tesults were 
obtained by wide spacing and very heavy thinning in pine 
plantations. It is hoped to deal fully with this :subject in a 
later issue. It was insisted that research was a necessary 
corollary to efficient forest management. 

There was general agreement on the necessity in every 
country of a supreme land use authority with adequate 
f.orest representation in ordeT to implement with full 
governmental authority a policy based on land use surveys. 

T.McK 

Forestry CommiSSion Leaflet No. 16. Larch Canker. 2d. 

ForestryCommi~on Leaflet No. 26. The Spruce Bark 
Beetle. 2d. 

The leaflet on Larch Canker, now appearing in revised 
form, deals in a practical way with this troublesome disease. 
The emphasis is on preventive measures-the use of home-


