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COlmcil has decided on the venue for the next Annual 
Excursion and that we will make our first over-sea 
venture to the forests of Wales. For this reason this guide 
to the region of Snowdonia is of more interest to our 
me!l1bers than the one to the National Forest Park of 
Argyllshire already reviewed. It is compiled on the same
lines as the companion volume. The size is convenient for 
the pocket, the letterpress is most readable and the whole 
is illustrated by some excellent photographs. The maps are 
ha nd drawn shetches and show on a small scale the 
approaches to the park and on a larger scale the plantations, 
roads, r ailways, youth hostels, camp sites and so on. They 
are embellished with many quaint pictures including one' 
·of a large ship from Dublin heading into a quiet inadequate· 
harbour-a hint, perhaps, to our Society. 

The chapters were written by recognised authorities· 
under the editorship of H. L. Edlin of the Forestry 
Commission. There are chapters on history, antiquities,. 
geology and national history as well as on the forests and 
plantations, the mountains and lakes and the roads and 
pathways of the park. Every aspect of the mountain forest 
region is treated and it would seem that provision has been 
made for every possible class of visitor from studious scouts: 
to romantically minded explorers, or mere hikers out for 
a breath of fresh air. 

There is a section on Welsh Place Names by Professor 
Williams which contains a key to their pronunciation. This 
last is a help to the non-Welsh but not sufficient to prevent 
some ghastly renderings of the strange words. 

H.M.F. 

Empire Forests and the War. His Majesty's Stationery 
Office. 1/-. 

Statistics prepared for the fifth British Empire Forestry 
Conference, Great Britain. June 1947. 

This publication is a summary of the statistics supplied 
to the Empire Forestry Conference by the participating 
forest authorities. It presents in broad outline the forestry 
position before and during the war. Countries presenting 
statements include South Africa, Canada, Great Britain, 
Ireland, Burma, India, Australia, New Zealand. 

We are particularly interested in the figures supplied 
by the Irish forest authority since these are the first figures ' 
published which tell in some detail the effects of the recent 
war on the forestry situation in the ' country. They are: 



Total 

Eire 345 
N. Ireland 94 
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TABLE 1. 
FOREST AREA (square miles) 

Softwood Hardwood 

88 90 
14 36 

TABLE 2. 

Mixed 

167 
44 

Forest as 
percentage 
of total area 

1 
2 

Gives the Volume and Increment of Standing Timber in 1938 
in millions of cubic feet. 

Volume of Standing Timber 
Total Softwood Hardwood 

Eire 119.8 
N. Ireland 43.0 

71.4 
14.0 

48.4 
29.0 

TABLE 3. 

Annual Gross Increment 
Total Softwood Hardwood 

4.1 2.4 1.7 
3.5 0.9 2.6 

OUTPUT OF TIMBER. Million cubic feet. 

Eire Average 1934-38 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 
1.9 1.9 4.1 8.4 8.8 8.6 6.2 6.6 

The estimated total volume of timber felled from 1938 
to 1'945 is thus 46.5 million cubic feet out of a total volume 
of 119.8 million given as standing in 1938. This figure does 
not include the exceptionally heavy fellings for fuel in 1946 
and 1947 and it thus seems likely that more than half the 
country's timber capital was felled in the 10 years 1938 to 
1948. 

The next table of general interest is No.8 which gives 
Annual Imports and Exports of wood and wood products. 

Average 1934-38 1945 
Gross Imports Gross Imports 

Million cu. ft. £000 Million cu. ft. £000 
Eire 28.0 2,704.7 2.7 1,715 

This table shows that while the average cubic foot of 
wood products imported cost the country less than 2/- in the 
years 1934-38 the cost was nearly 13/- in 1945. There were 
say, some 50 million cu. ft. felled in Ireland during the war 
years. This timber if it could have been imported would 
have cost the country at 1945 rates over £30,000,000. As 
things were it was impossible to get it at any price. This 
then gives, in some measure this generation's indebtedness 
to its forests. 

It has often been said with regard to the financing of 
reafforestation schemes that the present generation should 
not be called on to pay the cost of growing of timber for 
the next generation. The figures quoted above show that 
this generation has had more than its share of the forest 
wealth of the country and is morally bound to replace this 
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borrowed capital. Foresters in particular should see that 
these obligations to posterity are fully met and the 
authorities should spare no effort in making good the 
devastation of the past decade. 

T.C. 

Report of Forestry Commissioners for 1947. His Majesty's 
Stationery Office. Price 1/3. 

It is not easy to present in summary form and with 
adequate statistics the annual report of a forest department 
and at the same time produce a document which is readable 
and attractive to the layman. This report is factual rather 
than digestible. 

On Forest policy it is recorded that the British Govern
ment asked the Commission to prepare for large-scale 
action in afforestation and arranged to replenish the 
Forestry Fund by some £20 million during the five years, 
1946-50. This is expected to provide for the planting of 
365,000 acres by State action and by assistance to private 
owners. The Government accepted the Dedication Scheme 
prepared by the Commission. -

Felling licences issued covered 55 million cubic feet so 
that the drain on timber reserves remained heavy. In view 
of rising labour costs controlled maximum prices of standing 
timber were increased 25%. 

State planting is to work up from an annual rate of 
30,000 to 87,000 acres in the five-year period, making a total 
of 280,000 acres. Land acquisition is to work up from 121,000 
to 235,000 acres per annum giving a total of 926,000 acres in 
five years. It is interesting to record that the first year's 
planting actually reached 26,356 acres in spite of the 
exceptional winter. On the other hand acquisition lagged 
behind and only 22,322 acres were acquired in the year. 
Private planting amounted to 3,659 acres under State aid 
schemes and suffered from labour and plant scarcity. 

In research it is stated that some progress has been made 
towards solving the problem of raising plants suitable for 
planting out at an age of one or two years. In view of the 
high cost and scarcity of plants this line of research is par
ticularly important. 

Of the total of 1,440,500 acres in the Commission's hands 
55,200 were acquired plantations, 478,900 were planted by 
them and there remained 346,400 acres of plantable land on 
hands. The remaining 560,000 acres include.d unplantable, 
nursery and agricultural land. 

The area thinned-13,800 acres-is surprisingly low. 


