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stocking, neglect of thinning and pruning operations, and a 
general falling behind in all cultural work, w,hich has 
rendered the existing stock on the ground very much 
inferior in quality to what it might have been. Labour 
problems have had a great deal to do with this, and the 
writer emphazises the fact that had the labour available 
been employed in tending a smaller acreage, instead of on 
an inflated planting programme in the extravagent manner 
outlined, far better results would have been achieved with 
less expense. 

This is all contrary to Mr. Clear's ideas. It is often 
taken for granted that the achievements in planting which 
are published and announced from time to time are the final 
words on the subject, rather than a preliminary note on one 
out of many stages of the work. Mr. Clear's article can be 
regarded as a praiseworthy endeavour to speed up opera­
tions in this country, but he overlooks the fact that the 
remedies he advocates may not always lead to the pace 
being accelerated in the easy manner suggested, but rather 
timber production in Eire must bear some relation to the 
whole of its mechanism. When he suggests planting land 
of a more fertile character it must not be forgotten that 
timber production in Eire mus bear some relation to the 
ancient industry of agriculture, and the value of the latter 
to the country as a whole. Afforestation canno be considered 
as a problem divorced fDOm other industries. 

To wind up this review it might be advisable to quote 
Mr. Foster's last paragraph in his report. 

"If no other lesson is available, it is that orthodoxy in 
forestry is fundamental to success. Extensive forestry , 
which so characterised the New Zealand ,effort, has been a 
failure. What intensive forestry has been carried out h as 
been a success. If it ip possible to reduce the mistakes to a 
simple formula, it is that of maldistribution of age-class 
combined with lack of silvicultural tending. If the lat ter 
factor could be omitted from the formula , the former one 
would to some extent cancel out, for in many stands quali ty 
increment would accrue during financial overmaturity. 
Had small planting programmes been strictly adhered to, 
and all moneys surplus to this requirement been applied to 
every other feature of forestry work, including seed 
collection, nursery work, pruning, etc., there is little doubt 
that New Zealand would now possess an infinitely more 
valuable forest estate at a fraction of the cost." 

The> moral is obvious. AC.F. 

Snowdonia. N~tional Forest Park Guides. His Majesty's 
Stationery Office. Price 2/ 6 net. 
Many members will , no doubt, be aware tha t the 



32 

COlmcil has decided on the venue for the next Annual 
Excursion and that we will make our first over-sea 
venture to the forests of Wales. For this reason this guide 
to the region of Snowdonia is of more interest to our 
me!l1bers than the one to the National Forest Park of 
Argyllshire already reviewed. It is compiled on the same­
lines as the companion volume. The size is convenient for 
the pocket, the letterpress is most readable and the whole 
is illustrated by some excellent photographs. The maps are 
ha nd drawn shetches and show on a small scale the 
approaches to the park and on a larger scale the plantations, 
roads, r ailways, youth hostels, camp sites and so on. They 
are embellished with many quaint pictures including one' 
·of a large ship from Dublin heading into a quiet inadequate· 
harbour-a hint, perhaps, to our Society. 

The chapters were written by recognised authorities· 
under the editorship of H. L. Edlin of the Forestry 
Commission. There are chapters on history, antiquities,. 
geology and national history as well as on the forests and 
plantations, the mountains and lakes and the roads and 
pathways of the park. Every aspect of the mountain forest 
region is treated and it would seem that provision has been 
made for every possible class of visitor from studious scouts: 
to romantically minded explorers, or mere hikers out for 
a breath of fresh air. 

There is a section on Welsh Place Names by Professor 
Williams which contains a key to their pronunciation. This 
last is a help to the non-Welsh but not sufficient to prevent 
some ghastly renderings of the strange words. 

H.M.F. 

Empire Forests and the War. His Majesty's Stationery 
Office. 1/-. 

Statistics prepared for the fifth British Empire Forestry 
Conference, Great Britain. June 1947. 

This publication is a summary of the statistics supplied 
to the Empire Forestry Conference by the participating 
forest authorities. It presents in broad outline the forestry 
position before and during the war. Countries presenting 
statements include South Africa, Canada, Great Britain, 
Ireland, Burma, India, Australia, New Zealand. 

We are particularly interested in the figures supplied 
by the Irish forest authority since these are the first figures ' 
published which tell in some detail the effects of the recent 
war on the forestry situation in the ' country. They are: 


