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of selling which may be adopted and the organization of sales.
The subject is regarded solely from the point of view of the producer
and the timber merchant is painted as a tricky gentleman who needs
careful watching, a sentiment natural enough in its way but
extremely rare in government publications. A section on wood
preservation points out a simple way of turning less valuable material
into saleable produce.
The final chapter is devoted to questions of working plans,
account keeping for income tax purposes, the law relating to death
duties on woodlands and the scheme of dedication adopted in the
1945 Act. This last has no counterpart in Ireland. When woods
are dedicated the owner undertakes to work them in accordance
with a plan approved by the Commissioners. The Commission for its
part agrees to furnish financial assistance by way of grants and loans
for forestry purposes on private lands and presumably to give all
necessary technical advice on the establishment and management
of dedicated plantations.
Considering that the bulletin is written for private owners,
agents and foresters it is strange that the peculiar needs and problems
as Iwell as the advantages of tree growing on the ordinary estate
receive scant mention. Most private owners wish to stock ground
already partly covered with trees. Questions of amenity and shelter
and in many cases game preservation are uppermost in their minds
and they will be loth to order clear felling or to adopt the barbaric
custom of " ringing" recommended in this bulletin. The wisdom
of the complete clearance of all woody growth before planting on the
score of convenience is controversial and the recommendation to cut
down everything on the ground in the way of stool shoots seems to
ignore the beneficent influence of shelter from winds and hot sun and
the value of leaf fall to soil fertility as well as the advantage of grass
suppression. An enthusiastic man may wish to train some of the
advance growth by careful pruning and there can be no doubt that
with judicious selection of stems and continued treatment excellent
results are possible. So, too, with systems of natural regeneration.
Many of the recognised methods such as the selection, the uniform
and the group systems are well suited to demesne conditions and
their adoption would give an interest to a private owner and yield
better results than any artificial restocking would ever do.
H.M.F.

Bulletins
Forestry Commission Bulletin No.8.
British Bark-beetles.
H.M.S.O., 3 /6.
This is a reprint without revision of the original, issued in 1926.
Forestry Commission Bulletin No. 17.
The Cultivation of the
Cricket Bat Willow. H.M.S.O., 2/-.
C
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This also is a reprint without revision of the 1936. issue. It deals
fully with the conditions' necessary for the Cultivation of the Cricket
Bat Willow, its propagation, planting, tending, disease and insect
pests, and uses of the timber.
The remark of the Chairman of the Commission in the Preface
that "the claims of poplars as quick-growing trees for planting
u)1der much the same conditions as those suitable for willow are
worth consideration" · seems to apply to Irish conditions.
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Leaflets Received.

LEAFLET No. z. Adelges Cooleyi. Revised, December, 1945.
LEAFLET NO.5. Conifer Heart Rot (Fornes annosus). Revised,
January, 1946.
LEAFLET No.6. Honey Fungus (Armillarea mellea). Revised,
January, 1946.
LEAFLET No. 17. Chafer Beetles. Revised, January, 1946.
LEAFLET No. 25. Replanting of Felled Coniferous Woodland In
Relation to Insect Pests. Issued December, 1945.
Leaflets Number 2, 5, 6 and 17 have been extensively revised
and brought up-to-date in the light of more recent experience. In
the leaflets dealing with fungi the inclusion of additional material
under the heading /, Conditions determining infection" is welcome
and the treatment · under "Control Measures" is more realistic.
~hotographic illustrations are larger and clearer than in' previous
Issues.
Leaflet No. 25 deals with the dangers of insect damage in
replanting recently felled or burned areas and is a new issue. Advice
is given on the period which should elapse before planting can safely
be undertaken and methods of trapping for weevils and bark beetles
are laid down.

A New Abstract Series
I

FOREST PRODUCTS AND UTILIZATION.

The Imperial Forestry Bureau, Oxford, is publishing a new
abstract series on the utilization of wood and other forest products.
In the past, Forestry A bstracts, the Bureau's quarterly review, has
covered the utilization of wood as well as forest policy, silviculture,
management, protection and allied sci~nces. In future, Section 3
(Utilization) of Forestry A1;stracts will appear as an extra series under
the sub-title, Forest Products and Utilization. It will provide
abstracts of current literature on the properties of wood, harvesting
and logging, wood working and products of mechanic'al 'conversion,
seasoning and drying, chemical utilization, minor forest products
and timber constructional works; and also occasional reviews of
progress in selected fields of applied research.
The annual subscription to Section 3 Forest Products and
Utilisation is lOS. od.; single parts 3s. od.

