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According to the recent report of the Minister for Lands on 
Forestry the present planting programme aim'S at creating a national 
forest estate of 700,000 acres, not 200,000 a'S stated by Father Kromer. 
Whether this is sufficient or not i'S another question. The Forestry 
Division seems to be encountering great difficulties in · their attempts 
to achieve their annual planting programme of 10,000 acres. 

Unfortunately a good many figures given in support of the author's 
argument for· a nation-wide, large scale programme are wide open to 
question. The writer states: "the net return of a re-afforested area 
of two million acres to the State would amount to about £9,000,000 
a year based on pre-war price levels." This is equivalent to £4 lOs. 
per acre. At present maximum prices, an annual increment of 100 ' 
cubic feet of timber (a yield possible only on the best hill sites) 
would bring a gros'S return of less than £4 per acre. When pro­
duction costs are 'Subtracted the best nett return one could expect is 
£1 per acre, and the average for all land might be as low as lOs. 6d. 
To quote still further, "the pre-war price of a well-managed acre of 
spruce forest, 40 years old, was about £800 for third-class timber 
and about £1,200 for first-clas'S timber." Now, a fully-stocked 40-
year-old stand of spruce would carry about 4,000 cubic feet of timber 
to the acre, 'So that, at the present maximum price of 10d. per cubic 
foot, the most one could legally get is £150 per acre. The price 
obtainable for pulp wood would be much less than for saw timber. 

While it is very desirable that every effort should be made by 
means of propaganda to awaken a "forest" sense in the people and to 
win new friend'S for Forestry, no lasting gain will be achieved oy an 
over-statement of the case. Weare fighting in a good cause. The 
case for forestry is good and when fairly and repeatedly stated will 
eventually win a large body of solid and steadfast supporters amo:qg 
the Irish people. 

BRITISH WOODLAND TREES. By H. L. Edlin, B.Sc. (London: 
B. T. Batsford. 12s. 6d.) . 

There can be nothing but praise for this book. It is attractively 
written, profusely illustrated, well printed and contains a ma'Ss of 
information about trees, their identification, history, botany and 
growth as well as notes on the quality and uses of their timber15. 
Forestry is a diffuse subject and even the professional forester may 
well be appalled at the array 'of treatise'S in a forestry library whicn 
confront the seeker of knowledge. Here we have in a handy volume 
information which could only be found by much delving in large ana 
expensive works, making this a useful book for students, practising 
foresters and all nature lovers. 

A chapter is devoted to each tree genus and in it are set down 
the botanical description of each species, it'S cultivation in nursery 
and forest, its sylvicultural .characteristics and the economic uses of 
its wood. All the trees grown in woods, parks and gardens are 
treated. An account is ' given of the origin of exotics and their 
introduction into cultivation. 

Mr. Edlin gives a full account of the growing of common species. 
He describes methods of collecting and ~owing seed, treatmenj; in the 
nursery, planting out and thinning. The needs of the species in soil 
and situation are mentioned. Nothing is said, however, about their 
behaviour when exposed to persistent wind. In most part'S of Great 
Britain and Ireland the stunting effects of constant wind on certain 
species is' an important factor and it seems strange that this point 
should be omitted. , 

There are useful keys to the identification of specie'S, based on buds, 
leaves, flowers, fruits and bark. These are a valuable guide at all 
seasons and, used in conjunction with the admirable plates, photo­
graphs and line drawings, enable accurate identifications to be made. 

There is a glossary of botanical and technical term'S. 




