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In passing one wonders if there may not be a connection here with 
"group-dying" in vigorously growing species such as sitka spruce and 
Pinus contorta. 

Where it is silviculturally feasible, open spacing with its early 
savings in costs is suitable for long rotations. It is also suitable for the 
faster growing, high volume producing species. Most of these seem to 
produce coarse branches irrespective of spacing. 

Open spacing is financially desirable where there is no prospect of 
a market for small size thinnings. When thinning is carried out the 
amount of poles available for sale will be much less than that which 
would be available from the same area. of closely-spaced trees. This 
does not, however, imply that the volume will be less. It will be 
handled at a much lower unit cost, and be of more saleable size. 

Open spacing may be resorted to in order to achieve a saving in the 
cost of preparing for planting areas with heavy weed growth which 
later will provide the competition desirable or necessary for securing 
clean stems. 

It can be argued that live pruning is not alt::lgether disadvantageous. 
True, it may cause a temporary but rarely serious loss in increment, but 
this danger is remote when the pruning is carried out in moderation. 
On the other hand the live knots are incorporated in the growing wood, 
thereby eliminating the risk of "fall-out" after sawing. 

The fact that open spacings will allow the establishment and hand
ling of plantations with smaller labour staffs is a matter well worthy of 
consideration in any area where there is, or may be in the future, an 
insufficiency of suitable man-power. 

Sitka Spruce at Bachelors Lodge 
(Note supplied by A. L. LOWRY, ESQ., Bachelors Lodge, 

Navan, Co. Meath.) 

The accompanying photo illustrates the results at sixteen years of 
9 ft. X 9 ft. spacing and the following brief description may be of 
general interest. 

Planting was carried out on a freshly cleared open woodland site 
consisting of heavy clay loam having a high lime status. Pit planting with 
2 year/2 year/1 year transplants, took place in March 1940. Develop
ment during the initial stages covering a period of five years or more 
was drastically retarded by aphis infestation but high soil fertility 
probably assisted in righting what appeared to be a hopeless situation 
and ultimately the worst effects were overcome. 

Suppression of vegetation which consisted mainly of cocks foot tufts 
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coincided with formation of the canopy thirteen years after planting. 
During the past three years the average length of leading shoot has 
been approximately 2 feet. 6 inches while individual leaders exceeding 
fcur feet have been noted. Recent measurements show average 

B.H.Q.G. to be 6 inches, and average height 28 ft. Assuming that the 
timber height (to 3 inches diameter) is 18 feet and Q.G. at mid 
timber height is 4t inches the contents over bark is 1,213 hoppus feet 
per acre. The branch diameter of the average tree at 6 feet is one inch. 

Note on the Raising of Eucalypts in the 
Nursery. 
By P. RYAN 

THE seeds may be sown in green-houses, cold frames or in ordinary 
nursery beds. It is advisable to wait until May for the carrying out 

of this operation as if sown earlier the plants will have grown too large 
when the time comes to plant them out .. 

The seed bed soil, which should be loamy and free from damping
off fungi , should be brought to as fine a tilth as possible. The seeds 


