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TH E FORESTER'S HAN DSOOK 
by H.L. Edlin. 

Published by Thames & Hudson. 395 pp. 35/-. 

THE publication of a new Handbook covering the entire field of 
forestry is something of an event, especially as so many changes 

ha ve occurred in methods, costs, prices and the legal position since the 
last publication of a comparable nature before World War II. Few 
have the necessary contacts with all aspects of forest management together 
with the industry and the literary facility which combine to make this 
work by Mr. Edlin at once practical, comprehensive and easily digested. 

Most of the technical information will be familiar to the professional 
forest officer who has access to all the publications of the Forestry 
Commission and the various Journals. This book is rather intended 
for the forester, landowner and land agent who cannot hope to keep up 
with the spate of detailed technical publications. The attractive lay­
out and illustrations and the simplicity and directness of the text as well 
as the extremely comprehensive coverage of the subject should ensure 
it~ popularity in its own field. The chapters dealinl! with Manal!ement 
Plans, Financial Assistance and Taxation will be particularly welcomed. 

Thirty five pages are devoted to " Seed Collection and Storage," and 
" Nursery work" and give a very good picture of this aspect of forestry 
bringinl! to the reader's attention recent developments in weed control. 
mechanisation and heathland nurseries. 

Close on 70 pages are devoted to the assessment of the planting site, 
it~ preparation for planting, and choice of species. Thic; is perhaps one 
of the most difficult aspects of the forester's work to reduce to paper in 
clear and unambiguous terms- even for the student who has a solid 
grounding in Geology, Soil Science and Ecology. It is well nigh impos­
sible within the limits set by the author and it is felt that the 
estate planter will be well advised to supplement his own judgments as 
to choice of species and mixtures with exoert advice, especially when he 
has to deal with any of the more difficult sites. 

Thinning is treated comparatively briefly-ll pages-the author 
confining himself mainly to general principles to be followed; but the 
table showing average number of trees per acre bv species after thinning 
a~ against height of dominants will be found useful-especially to anyone 
who is in danger of being misled bv reference to the old Yield Tables. 
The modern tendancy towards earlier and heavier thinning is clearly 
illustrated in the table. 

Felling, Measurement, Valuation and Marketing are adequately 
dealt with in succeeding chapters while the field of Protection is nicely 
summarised with references to sources of more detailed information 
where necessary. 



73 

The Chapter on " Shelterbelts a,nd Screens" provides much interest­
ing information particularly for the estate owner who has to get the most 
out of his land in the shape of livestock , crops and timber. 

Many readers would welcome good drawings of the various 
specialised forestry tools- rutters, semi-circular spades, pruning and 
crosscut saws, lining-out board, etc. 

The price may seem high by pre-war standards but for a technical 
publication of its size with a necessarily limited circulation, it cannot be 
regarded as unreasonable- in fact the book is very good value at the 
price. 

PLANNED MANAGEMENT OF FORESTS 
by N. V. Brasnet·t 

PU!btisllred by George Allen and Unwin Ltd., London. Price 20/-. 

I N the first chapter of this book the author deals with the definition 
and scope of forest management. He rightly stresses that there 

are no ready-made systems of forest management which ~an be taken 
off the peg and made to fit any particular forest. He therefore follows 
the wise road of dealing with the subject in a broad way- laying down 
the principles that have come to be accepted by the forestry profession. 
He further stresses that 'the management of forest areas is a practical 
activity, a duty which should be entrusted only to trained foresters. In 
fact as he aptly states it is the main reason why such men should be 
trained. 

It is very necessary for all connected with forest organisation and 
management to get away from the routine grind of day to day administra­
tion once in a while and to stand back and see what the management is 
really aiming to achieve. What are the objects of managements? 
What factors influence the attainment of these objectives? Do we fully 
understand the nature of the crop we are handling-the way it grows, 
the length of time it must stand on the ground-should we work to the 
physical, silvicultural, technical, or financial rotation. How should we 
organise the forest-so as to give the best arrangement of crops in time 
and place-to avoid gluts, and scarcities-to make the best use of labour, 
transport and milling facilities, All these are matters affecting manage­
ment. They can only be decided on the ground and only then if the 
jig-saw of crops and development stages is put togetner properly to give 
a clear picture. The forest is dynamic- changing from day to day-


