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Obituary 

MRS. ALICE H. HENRY 
1883~1956 

The daughter of an eminent physician and wife of a renowned 
forester, it is not surprising that these sciences were a major interest to 
Mrs. Henry all her life. Neither is it surprising to those who knew her 
that this interest was an active one. Her father , Sir Lauder Brunton, 
was a prolific writer on medical subjects and, until her marriage, Mrs. 
Henry aided him tirelessly in preparing his material for the printer. 
She married Professor Augustine Henry when he was embarking on his 
six year task of producing the monumental "Trees of Great Britain and 
Ireland" in collaboration with Mr. H. J. Elwes. Mrs. Henry's assist­
ance in this work was enormous. She took part in all sides of it­
secretarial, research and translation-and accompanied her husband on 
his expeditions to study trees at first hand which took him to many 
countries. 

After his death in 1930, Mrs. Henry presented her husband's collec­
tion of tree specimens to the National Botanic Gardens, Glasnev in, to 
form the "Augustine Henry Herbarium." She spent eight years arrang­
ing and cataloguing the 9,000 specimens which it contains and the 
herbarium is now in its comprehensiveness and accessibility a most valu­
able national asset for the study of forestry. 

Mrs. Henry's own interests were many. Her charming house in 
Dublin was a centre of culture where poets and artists met and where 
she gave parties for her musical and literary friends and her husband 's 
academic colleagues. To these gatherings would be invited her young 
forestry proteges , but such was her skill as a hostess that they would 
feel happy and at home amidst the brilliant conversation. The depth 
and thoroughness of her own knowledge of many subjects was pro­
found and one was always struck by the quickness of her wit and extent 
of her reading. From her aunt, Mrs. Stopford Green, came her interest 
in Ireland and her desire to help aJl good national causes. 

Mrs. Henry was a member of this society from the start and was 
elected an Honorary Member in 1947. She made handsome contribu­
!:'ions to our funds in our early days and helped the establishment of the 
society in every way possible. 

MR. JOSEPH P. HARTE 
The sudden death in April last of Mr. Joseph P . Harte came as a 

shock to many in Irish forestry circles. 
As a forester on the staff of the Forestry Division of the Depart­

ment of Lands since 1935 Mr. Harte had the respect and confidence of 
all his colleagues. A native of Moone, Co. Kildare, his earlier training 
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was in agri culture and horticulture which subjects he studied at the 
agricultural schools at Ballyhaise and Mountbellew and at the Albert 
College, and the botanic gardens, Dublin, His knowledge of those 
subjects proved very useful in his ccming to grips with the closely 
allied subject of forestry, 

Me. Harte was a shrewd and discerning forester and was quick to 
get down to the essentials in any scheme of work , Thriving planta­
tions at Mullingar, New Ross, Mullinavat and Avoca forests stand 
witness to his ability and industry, In the last-mentioned forest he 
proved his worth as a nurseryman where, during the past five years , 
the management of a ten acre nursery was among his duties, 

His death is a loss to our Society of which he was an enthusiastic 
member. At our study tours he was a familiar figure and on such 
occasions was always ready with his help in the identification of rare 
trees and shrubs, an activity in which he was particularly skilled , 

A quiet and unobtrusive man, he seemed reserved to those meeting 
him for the first time, Among his friends , however, he was capable of 
being quite a brilliant raconteur, He had the gift of being able to 
interweave through the most serious pieces of conversation some subtle 
bits of humour to the delight of those present, His wit was, however, 
never unkind, 

The sympathy of members goes to Mrs, Harte and family, 

MR. LAWRENCE CUMMINS 
As we go to press we get news of the death, after a short illness, of 

Mr. Lawrence Cummins, Forester in Charge, Killeshandra State Forest, 
Co, Cavan, 

Born in Co, Wicklow, Mr. Cummins served in Bunclody, Ballygar 
and Cahir-Glengarra forests, In all of these centres he acquitted himself 
well but it was in Killeshandra, where he had been since 1945, that he 
gave the most distinguished service, He was an agreeable and con­
scientious man and will be missed by all his colleagues, 

To Mrs, Cummins and daughter we extend our sincere sympathy. 


