
experience and research involved in the establishment of 35,000 
acres of hardwoods. 

Irish foresters will note that some practices common here are 
not mentioned. Autumn sowing of acorns in the nursery under 
heavy cover is not mentioned in spite of the difficulties of storing 
acorns without risk of premature germination or damage by 
dessication according as storage conditions are too damp or too dry. 
The planting of small oak groups of about 20 plants, set 18 inches 
apart, the groups being 15-20 feet apart centre to centre in a matrix 
of conifers has been favoured here but the practice is not apparently 
favoured by the Forestry Commission. Strip planting is preferred 
with a spacing of 8 feet between adjacent rows of conifers and oak. 
The complete omission of elm from this booklet is rather 
disappointing. 

The insistence on confining ash and sycamore to really good 
sites is to be welcomed, especially as there is such a temptation to 
accept natural regeneration of these species in restocking woodland. 
The warning against planting ash in grassland is fully borne out by 
experience here even where soil and local climatic conditions seem 
favourable. On the other hand the assertion that both the silver 
and common birches" are so similar in their characteristics that 
they may be treated as one from a silvicultural point of view" 
appears doubtful. On better soils the silver birch usually gives a 
better bole and grows taller while the common birch is more tolerant 
of a high water table. 

An interesting point in cultivating chestnut is the recom
mendation to cut back all plants to ground level at an age of 6 to 8 

. years and to thin the resulting shoots speedily until only the 
straightest is left. 

At the modest price of ninepence, this simply-written and 
attractively produced booklet should be in the hands of every 
forester and woodland owner. 

T.McE. 

Forestry Commission Booklet No.1 (Woodland Mosses). London, 
H.M.S.O., 2 j-. 

In this, the first of a new series dealing with subjects of import
ance to foresters, two pages are devoted to a description with 
photographic illustrations of 20 moss species considered as useful 
indicators of woodland conditions. An attempt is made to indicate 
the soil and climatic conditions under which these mosses are found. 

The booklet will be particularly welcomed by those students of 
vegetation who have a reasonable grasp of the identification of the 
flowering plants but who have been deterred from a study of the 
mosses by the absence of a suitable introductory or elementary work. 
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The remarks on soil and climatic conditions are on the whole 
sketchy but suggestive. It is admitted frankly that this section is 
limited by present knowledge, but it should be emphasised from the 
start that mosses are much more sensitive indicators of local climate 
(or micro-climate) than flowering plants. They are most useful too 
in showing the nature of the woodland humus and course of its 
decomposition, an important point in new coniferous foresis. On 
the other hand we must still rely on the flowering plants and on 
examination of the soil profile if we are to learn anything of 
conditions beneath the actual surface which are so decisive for tree 
growth. 

T. McE. 

Forestry Commission Leaflet No.7. H.M.S.O., 2d. 
Forestry Commission Leaflet No. 19. H.M.S.O., 2d. 

Both these leaflets have been revised and brought up to date 
and the text is well illustrated with photographs. 

Leaflet NO.7 deals with Adelges (or Chermes) attacking Spruce 
and other conifers and gives all the information the forester requires 
about these pests. 

Leaflet No. 19 concerns the Elm Disease (Ceratostomella Ulmi). 
As this disease does not appear to have reached Ireland, the chief 
function of this leaflet will be to keep us on the alert against 
suspicious symptoms so that, if necessary, early measures for 
eradication can be put in hand. 

T.McE. 

OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY 

The 89ciety of Irish Foresters was established to advance and 
spread in Eire the knowledge of forestry in all its aspects. It wel
comes to membership everyone interested in forestry. 

Membership consists of two Orders, technical and associate; 
the former catering for those who have chosen forestry as a career, 
and the latter for those of the general public who are not actually 
engaged in forestry. 

Technical members pay an annual subscription of 101- or £1 
according to grade; associate members. pay 15/-. 

Full details are available from the Secretary. 




